THE LIFE OF JOHN NUTTALL

Written by his Grandson, John Nuttall

The city of Accrington, in Lancashire County, England, was
divided into districts or surrounded by many suburbs, each with its
cwa name, Thomas Nuttall was born in 1788, in one of these suburbs
nzmad Cupola Clough; he became a weaver and married Alice Crabtree;
t=27 had 8ix childron, the fifth child was named John, and the sixth
¢aild was named Alice. A yoear after the birth of Alice, Thomas, the
father, died, January 3, 1820, and the widow had a hard time fecding
her family and the children had to go to work just as soon as they
could. In that era, the age of eight was considered old cnough for a
child to begin work and, at that tender age, John had to start working,
He got a job as a ticerboy in a calico printworks, in a suburb named
Love Clough and stayed at that throeo years, until he was oleven; he
then went to work in a coal mine in another suburb, Goodshaw Hill, ard
was therc six ycars, until he was 17, Ho, noxt, went back to the
rrintworks as an apprentice and remained thore throec and one-half yoars,
but he preferred coal mining and went back to that and continued work-
ing in the mine for the next 12 yearss John was born April 9, 1817,
and in April, 1849, ho was 32 years old and knew all about coal mining
and had saved onough to omigrate to America; Ho had married Elizabeth
Pollard and they had throe childron, Alicc Elizabeth, Suzanna and
Thomas,

Elizabeth Pollard had had .the same misfortune as John had, in
losing her fathor when she was a small child; John's mother nover
married again, but his wifc's mothor did remarry with a man named
Crabtroc,

After Mrs., Pollard married Mr, Crabtree, they had threc child-
ron, William and Jomnathan and Martha, and Marths married a Mr,
Sutecliff, Theso threce childron had omigrated to america and had
ecstablished a silk mill on Staten Island, under the firm name of
Crabtrece & Wilkinson, and spccializing in silk handkerchiofs,

Since I shall have to writc my grandfathoer's name a hundred
times, it will save work and spaco if I rofer to him herocafter, by
using only his initials.

J. N, was cautious with his moncy and he did not want to risk
burning bridgces behind him; so ho docided to go to America alone -and
make surce of a job boefore taking his family ovoer,

He wrote to the Crabtrecs and they rceplicd that they could give
him a job in their silk mill sinco he knew cloth printing; so heo went
and landed in New York in May, 1849, then sent for hls family the next
yoar, after becoming fully satisfied about his job.

April 26, 1851, a fourth child, Martha, was born, and two years
later, the mother died and Mrs. Sutcliff took charge of the baby,
Msrtha, Both J. N, and his wifo caught some discaso which the doctorc
¢ that day could not diagnose and they gave it that catchall vagus
iagnosis of the ague; J. N, slowly recovered, but his wife did not,
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At the silk mill, he was able to save a lot more moncy cach
year than ho had becn able to save in England, and hoe did not spend
his entirc savings in the cmigration; so as, he liked mining botter
than cloth printing and he knew he could do better at that than in
the £ilk mill, hc¢ read thoe papors and made cnquiries, watching for an
opportunity to join somebody in opening a mine, Finally in 1856,
scven years after his arrival in this country, ho hcard of a pcssible
opportunity to got into coal mining, Ho heard, or rcad, that Tho
Ponnsylvania Railroad was building a branch line from Tyrone, near
Altoona, Pennsylvania, to climb the mountain and go on to Philipsburg
and Clearfield, and that this lino would tap large amounts of coal and
cimber theres

Ho went up to Philipsburg by stagocoach and hired a horse and
rodo along the surveyed right-of-way, making onquiries about coal
seams and prices,

He rode down to Osceola Mills, about cight miles below Philips-
burg, and there he heard of a Mr, Colburn wheo had a good coal scam on
his farm about five miles further on towards Tyrone, and hoe went on
over thore,

Mr, Colburn was digging some of this ccal for himsslf and
noeighbors; he had 200 acres and it lay proporly alongslide the right-
of-way and Mr, Colburn did not put a high price on his place, it
boing so isolatod. The coal was of rcasonably good quality and J. Na
deeided that this would be his placoe and ho went back to Staten Islanc
what he then agreed to with Mr, Colburn is not known; maybo somo
verbal agroement or option or down payments When ho told the two
Crabtroc brothers about tho huge profits in coal, they readily agrooed
to join with him; the demand for coal far oxceeded the small amount
of coal being produced and pricos were consequently high, William
Crabtrce agrecd to buy the land and Jonathan agreod to put up as
much cash as J, N. lacked for opening thce mine and building a village
and a store and buying minec cars, rails and mulos, and J, N, wont
right to work on his new mine, <ven though the branch was only startce
out of Tyronec,

He first went to FPhiladelphia to sec abeout buying some supplicc
and equipment and ot his boarding house he met a Mrs, Ann Nuttall,
She had emigrated from England rcecontly and her husband and two child
ren had died and left horstranded. Her busband was sald to have been
a distant c.ousin of John's. J. N. liked Ann and was surry for her
and he saw her again on each of the several trips he had to make to
Philadelphia, Thoy each nooded the other right badly and they got
marricd in November- 1856. J, N. had by thon constructed a fow houscs
and had a bit of a cummissary and had named his growing village,
Nuttallville; he and Ann wont to otaten Island and got the childron
and went up to Nuttallville,

To be mcre technically correct about the branch, Morgan Halo
& Cumpany bought 38,000 acrces uf coal and timber lands on top of tho
mountain above and back of Tyrone, and they startod the branch to
develope their property and the P.R.R, took it over when it was well
2longe
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Nuttallville was the first place that this branch reached and
when it got there in 1881, J. N, had his mine well developed and was
ready to ship coal and his profits were considerable.

A Mr, Robert Powoll of Philadelphia heard of the big profits
and he went up to Nuttallville to sc¢e if ho could got in on this
bonanza in some way and thoe result of that visit was that Mr, Powell
bought out the two Crabtreos and bought another 650 acres and put up
still more cash for more houses and more equipment. Mr, Powell know
nothing about mining and would take no part in it but to put up tho
necded monoy, and he would continuoc to live in Philadelphiaes Whether
s Nu rotained a full half intorest is not clear, but apparontly he
cide In vicw of the fact that J. N, would furnish all tho knowledgo
and exporicncc and do all the work and assume all thoe worries and
privation of 1ifo in tho woods, Mr, Powoll gonorously agreod to pay
him a $.05 a ton royalty for producing tho coal. Thoy woro both quito
plcascd with tho arrangoment and both mado good profits and J, N, was
so ploased about it that he ronamod his town and called it Powolton,
This contract was oxocutoed in 1862,

With plonty of cash for deveclopmont, J, N, quickly brought
the production up to 4000 tona a month and at $.05 a ton royalty,
that moant $200 a month, which was a huge salary in that day; and ho
also got his partnershlp share of the ovorall profita., Dayhands at
his mine got only $12 a month, but living costs were in keoping with
these wages and 2 man could raisc his family on that $12 a month in
“he 1860's, .

Je« N. used some of his profits to open another mine of his
own on Coal Run back of Oscoola Mills, about % milos wast of Powelton,
and he named it Decatur, as it was in Docatur township, of Clearfiold
Countys The 12 mile round trip on horscback consumcd too much time,
and Mr., Powoll agrcod to buy out J, N's intorest in Powolton in 1866
and thon J. N. moved to Oscoola Mllls,

The socond marriage of J, N, did not turn out happily; they
had married without knowing cach other scarcely at all and in a fow
years thoey discovered that their naturces and porsonalities and beliefs
clashoed and they could not get along harmoniously, nor happily. 1In
1861, they agroed, by mutual consoent, to soparato for five years and
gigned a paper to that offoct; he agreod to pay her $2,50 a weock,
which scems a pitiful sum today, but at that time that was all a wage
oarncr got for raising his family. Ho had invested in a house in
Philadelphia and he gave that to her also, and he allowed her to have
temporary custody of my father, Lawronce William, who was born to
them at Powelton, September 174 1857, At the end cof the five years,
J. Ny, was still surc that he could not be happy with Ann and they got
a divorco and he gave her a goodl cash settloment and she went to
England to visit relatives. Upon her return, she bought a home in
Philipsburg and lived there until 1900: J. N, had taken custody of
my father beforce the divorce,

Gocrge W, McGaffey, a young carpenter from Vermont, had drift-
21 in to Powclton and helped J, N, build his village and he married




-4 &

the oldest daughteér, Alice, in 1864, J, N, had a mine foreman named
John Todd at Powelton and he marriod the next daughtoer, Suzanna, about
a yoear before Alico got married,

Whon J, N, moved to Oscoola in 1866, to give his whole timoc to
his new mince Doecatur, he had my father, Lawrence William, back with
him and apparently the McGaffeys kopt house for them all,

The new mine proved a total failure; tho coal seam would dis-
sppoar and they had the expensce of driving ontries to find it again,
then lose 1t and, aftoer two years of this; J, N, had to abandon it
sntirelys But he still had plenty of money left over from his Powel-
von mine and he bought 1200 acres on tho edgo of Philipsburg, Pennsyl-
vaniaes Philipsburg is in Center County, but this 1200 acrcs was on
the other side of the Moshannon creek, in Clearfield County, the
location being a suburb known as Pt, Lookout. . Ho namoed his new mine
Decatur #1 and spoko of the failure as 0ld Decatur; he built a villago
and a school and a storo and was able to salvage some oquipment by
hauling it or shipping it from 01d Yocatur: For some unexplained
roason, his ncw town was locally reforred to as The Nuttall Blocks,
but officially it was DPocatur,

John Todd was mino foroman of this new mine and had by now
learned evorything about mining coal the way J. N, wantoed it done and
J. N, had no worry about the production of the coal, George McGaffcy
had proved to be a young man of storling qualitios and with a level
hoad and J. N, had takon him intov tho offico and ho was rapidly learn-
ing all details of the cvutside manager which moant keeping the books,
selling the coal, making up the payrolls, attonding to the rontals and
crepalrs of the houscs, managing the store and handling the financos
and also purchasing agont for the mine, This now scam of coal proved
a good one and J. N, opencd a socond mino and called it Decatur #2,
and as scon as money began coming in from this place, ho oponed
another mine, namod Laurcel Run #1, and thon he opened Laurel Run #2,
and it would scom shat thoso two minoes wero on land leasoed friom the
ownors, #1 loascd from Richard Hughos and #2 lcased from John' Shawe

In 1868, his son, Thomas, finished his seéhooling, He had a
longing tc¢ take a trip out west and sec Indians and buffaloes béfore
he settled down to ceoal mining, and J, N, agreed to the trip and
helped him get a frevlance agency to sell Fuirbanks scales wherecver
there was no prescnt agency west of the Ohioi Thomas must have sdld
a good many scales, inasmuch as ho took quitc an extonsive journey
far out west, and on his return hec bought an Indian pony, saddle and
bridle for his sister, Marthais When ho rcached the Ohio he saw a
paddlewheel ready to continue its journoy upriver to Pittsburgh and
ho tcok passage on it, for a rest and to speed his rcturn homo, #£f
todtime he remarked that he was going down to the lower deck tc sce
if his pony was alright and that was the last seen of himj; this was
1868, about August,

In the oarly spring of 1870, J, N, rcad in his papcer about
the construction of the C.& 0 Railroad in VWest Virginia; it had start-
~rd at 014 Pt Comfort at the mouth of the James river and followed the
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river to its source and was now over the crest of the Allegheny; it
would go down through the New River gorge and down the Kanawha river
end end at Portsmouth on the Ohio, and construction was being started
from Portsmouth to work back east and mest the other crew,

The article stated that thore wore many secams of coal on tho
EKanawha and a couple in the New Hiver gorge. J. N. had profited woll
by coming to Fowelton and buying land before the railroad got thero
end he thought it might pay him to go down and make onquiries in Wost
Virginie on the Kanawha, Hc was 53 yocars old and had worked hard for
4% ycars and now had a very nice incomc and ho was ontitled to oasc
of{ and undertake no more privations, Hard work soldom hurts anybody
if thoy live right and J. N, was always most abstomious and moderate
in coverything and usuvd no tobacco and no alcohol, and at 53 ho was just
in his prime, Hoe was about to embark upon a second life of 27 more
yvears of considorable accomplishments.

The McGaffeys had no children and they wors giving J. N, and
my father a good home; they alsoe had a home for Martha, but she was
going away to school nine months and in summer visitod many wouks ab
Staton Island and was at Docatur vory littlo at this period., The two
sons~in-law woro compoetont, able and willing to look after thoe Ponn-
sylvania mincs and J, N. was footlooso. Ho wont down into Virginia
by train and thero boarded s astagacoach of the James River and Kanawha
Turnpikoc and in two days arrivoed at the tavern of Dr. Cooper at Locust
Lane in Fayette County, West Virginlae, on the hoadwaters of Keenoys
Crock, He was surprisod to sce them burning ccal and it looked liko
a finc grado of coal and he mado enquiry about it, and was told thatb
it was mined from a scam on thoe bank of Kooneys Creok nearby. & local
surveyor, Jo L, Blumo, was at the tavern, probably to get his mail,
and J. N. got intc conversation with him and could have found no
better informed man to talk with, as Mr. Blume knew tho cornors and
owners and prices of all the lands arocund therc. Mr, Blumec statod
that this coal scam on tho bank of Kecneys crcok was 33foot thick
clean coal; that it was 5 miles down tho creok to thue top of the Now
Eiver gorge and the C & O was tu come on this north side of tho rivor;
that two years ago whon climbing down to New River he had scen a finc
four foot scam of coal exposecd by a s8lide on tho side of tho gorgo
and land was $1.00 an acro. J. N. deecided to lay over herc a fow days
and invoestigato,

In an c¢ffort to kecep this account as brief as possibleo, I am
cmitting a great many details and side issues, espocially from herc on.

They found the sccond scam of coal about 200 feet below the
cliffs that rimmed the gorge and J, N. descided to opon a mine herc on
Short Creock, which was ono mile west downriver from Kocneys crcok,

He pointed out tc Mr. Blume what he wanted and Mr, Blumo took him to
scc the owners of those tracts; thoe price had heretofore been $1.00

an acro, but thg¢ owners naturally, and not unwisecly, asked more when
they saw that J. N. had docided to locate heres The first owner askod
44,00 an acrce and got it without dispute and the next man hearing of
that, asked $600 and still no argument and so the noxt owner askod
76,00 and got it, and J. N, signed up for 657 acres. He tock a lump
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of his new coal back to Philadelphia with him and had it analyzed and
found it a better coal than his Pennsylvania ssams, so he raised as
rmich cash as he could and arranged for his two sons-in-law to manage
Fis Pennsylvania mines and he went back to Locust Lane in the fall,
Ee bought another 1500 acres, and the prices varied according to how
close they were to his mine and how badly he needed that tract; you
could perhaps say that in general thoy wore $8.00, if anywhere within
rcach of a mine on tho sidec of the gorgoe above the Railroad. Goorge
Alderson had a tavern on tho turnpike, four miles west of Locust Lane,
and he owned 547 acros of wild land west of his farm; it was far back
from the gorge and J, N, had no need for it, but Mr, Alderson wanted
to soll it at $1.00 an acro and J, N, bought it. This was tho only
$1.00 land that J, N. got, A poorly informed school tcacher who lost
his job undertook the writing of what he claimed was a history of
Fayetto County; ho statod that J. N, got his lands at $.50 an ecro
and this was definitely untrua,

Whon J, N. camo back to Fayotto County, in tho fall of 1870,
ho brought along Mr, W, H, Holland to be his minse boss and to help
with tho many jobs that had to be donec. They workod 18 months getting
everything done that thoy could do until the railroad should arrive
and bring them thoir hoavy goods and rails, and tho railroad not yect
in sight, J. N, took his crows a milc uprivor and opened a socond mino
on Kooneys crock,.

His first mine was planned to have a maximum productlon of
500 tons a day and it was named Nuttallburg and postoffico granted
undor that name, Tho C & C had listed tho placo as Nuttall on thoir
teriffs and could not change thom and tha place became known as
Nuttall and the Burg was used only when addressing a lotter. Tho
second mine was on half the scale of Nuttall and to produce 2 maximum
of 250 tons a day, and was namod Keconoys Crock. The rallroad was
built from both ends and two crews mot at thoe bridﬁo ovor Now Rivor,
7 miles below Short creck, and the road completed february 1873, two
years and a couple of months after J. N. startod to work on his minc.
Coal prices woerc still high and as soon as J. N. got all his houscs
built and his store stockod and had paid for all his equipment, he
built coke ovens, When all was dono, ho had 17 double two-family
housos, 80 ono family housos, 220 bankcars, 30 bank rules and 80 coks
ovens at the twu minoes. Thoe word mine was used only collectively in
those days and cach mine was called a bank; the mon put on their
bank clothes and bankcap and banklamp and worked in the bank and had
a bankboss, ;

Almost all the sottlers living on top of the gorge worked in
the mines and othor settlers bought a few acres and bullt homes, so
that half the men lived in their own homes on top, and this scttle-
ment was called Nuttall Mountain, until they finallygot their own
postoffice and named it Edmund, named for Eddie, tho son of John Ryan
who applied fecr and got the first postoffice, Short creck 1s ons |
milc downriver from Koecnoys creeck and two miles furthor on downriver
is Fern Crcck; when J. N. got his minos going he bogan buying more
1ands and he bought overything along New River from Forn Creok up to
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a half mile above Keonoys Creek for a river frontagoe of 3% miles, He
bought ¢verything on back to the turnpike, fanning out a bit as he
went back and the turnpike ran from four to filve miles parallel to
and back from the gorge. Ho had in this boundary about 12,000 acres
and was satisfied with this, but mon worec continually coming to sco
him, wanting him to buy their land. ©Somoe man would die¢ and an ade-
ninistrator appointed to sell tho place and nobody wanted it and the
administrator would appcal to J, N, to pleasc buy it so thoy could got
the cstato sottlod,

Je« N. bought many of thoso offorings, partly as a favor and
partly bocausc hoe bolievod all land would incrvasc in valuo and he
couldn't losc by buying it, In this mannor hoe bought another 12,000
acres without plan and it was badly scattored and jagged and poorly
connacted, ofton iselated. In almost all of his purchases, the scllor
rescrveod the surfacoe wherceon was his home and clearced fields, but J. N.
got all tho mincral solidly.

Martha, tho fourth child of J, N., married Jackson Taylor, a
Bookkeepor, and thoy came to Nuttall as soon as it got going and ho
keopt the books tho wholo way through. His good fricend, Fred Rothwell,
a relativo of tho Taylors who had come from England with his brothor,
Herbort, to help, was given the job of store manager, and Dr, L. B.
Rupert was appointed physician. In 1878, my fathor was 21 and finish-
cd his scheoling and hoe came down and was put at various jobs, then
was8 takon into the office and handled the finances, kept some of tho
books, abttondod business moctings for J, N., s0ld tho ccal and handled
much of the corroespondence, J, N, had had to go to work whon he was
8 years old, but his mothor had taught him his throo R's and he could
writce a very creditable lotter; his only wesknsss was in having to
dodge around using such words &as possossion,

In 1882, J, N. decided to divido up a 1little with his childron
he designatoed certain tracts as being in a leascheld, tc¢ be known as
the Nuttallburg Coal & Coko Company, and he gave Jackson Taylor, my
father and Mr, Holland equal partnership in this lecasehold with him-
self as the fourth., The lessces had to pay J. N, individually, $.10
a ton royalty on all coal mined and an additional $,02 a ton for
twenty ycars, to repay him for the houses and equipment, They shippoed
so much coal that in 12 ycars J. N, figured ho had received enough
return from the cxtra $.02 royalty to have ropaid him and ho cancoled
it out in 1894, J. N, also divicded up with his two sons-in-law in
Pennsylvania, but I do not know thc details; my fathor said they ocach
got $50,000.00, but I do not know if it were cash or if thoy gobt
partnership in the Peonnsylvania mines and realized the $50,000400
apieco when the minoes were sold uvpon the death of J. N. The new
leasochold included both of the New River mines and the partners
apparcently made good profits in spite of tho $.12 a ton rayalty pay-
monts.,

Monoy was piling up from tho two New Hiver mincs and the four
Pennsylvania mines and by 1887, J. N. felt he must do something about
investing it. Hec owned practically ceverything within a mile of
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oither side of Koencys Crecck back to the turnpike and well boyond it,
What thoy had thought was two scams of coal turned out to be one and
the same scam; tho upthrust of the strata wes dceceptive and they later
found that this onc seam, the Sewell secam, cropped on both sides cf
the Keencys Crcck hollow all along ite. Therce was room up that hollow
back from the gorge for seven good mines, if only thero were some way
to got it down to the C & 0, J. N, climbed up and down the length of
Keeoneys creek and along the side of the gorge, figuring on it and
finally docided that a branch railroad could boe blasted out of the
hillsides It would start at the mouth of Keoncys creek and climb up
t¢ run above the village of Nuttall and go a helf mile boyond, then
switch back and climb on up and enter the Koenoys Creck hollow, high
enoush for an engine to be able to chug on up the hollow to the turmn-
pike., He told the C & O that they could get the revenuo from soven
new mines if they would build this branch; since they got $8,000.00
freight rovenus for hauling one acroe of coal to the ncarest market,
they wanted the new mines, but they said it would be impossible to
build any railroad up that stecep mountainside. J. N, omployed their
own engineers to make a survey and thuy reported it could be done, but
that it would cost a third more than normal for auch a road and norec
than the output up thore would warrant. J., N, countersd by offering
to contributc $100,000,00 and thoreby dispose of the adverso argunsnt,
Tho C & O thcught that fair cnough and it was almost agrced upon, but
noet definitely so., Mr., Low, <f the Lownoor Ircn Company in Virginie,
had bought lend on the southside of Now River, upposite the mouth of
Fern creck, and he was very anxious to mine his coal over there, Waen
he hecard of the ncgotiations of J, N., he talked to other landholders
over there on the southside and they agreed tc put up the cost of a
bridese across New River et Foern crock, if the C & 0 would build scmo
trackage on the southside for them to mince their coal over thore,

This focused the attention of the C & O upon the fact that thoy neecded
a second track through this worst part of the gorge.

The C & 0 did not have enough cxpansion noney to do both
things, and they accepted tho offer of Mr. Low which; of course, was
their wisest choice. They agreed to build the bridge five miles up-
river noar ~cwell and build their decond track all tho way down the
south side to the Hawksnest bridge; this stecpost pertion of the gorge
so often had slides that blocked the whole line formany hours or all
day, and the second track would be very valuablei It was a bittor
disappointment to J. N,, whon tho C & O told his with regro% that thov
could not build his branch; he kopt on talking to them and they
listened to him because they wanted the revonue of any new minces they
could gete Finelly, it was agrced that J. N, would pay the whole cos®h
if the C & 0 would build it for him, or cooperatc with him to cvoery
extent possible in getting it builts And the C & O apgreecd that thoy
would take it over and keop it in good conditlion and operate it for-
overy after with no further cost to him and bring all preducts of his
lands down to the mainline with no cost to J, N, As an inducement to
get him to build the branch, the € & O sa2id thoy would chargo all
lessees a toll for bringing their cual down to the mainline and refund
all these tells o J. N. and ho could theroby get his money back, and
a toll of $.,05 a ton was verbally agreed upon, to be lator raised or
lowered acccrding to prices and cenditions,




It would tako all of the savings of J. N, to build this branch
and he¢ could open none of the mines himself and would have to luase
them; both J. ¥, and my fathor prided thomselves upon having never
berrowed a dollar., The branch cost $290,000.00 including the pre-~
liminary and grade surveys.

Mr. Holland got first cholce of a lease and Fred Rothwell
second cholco and there being no other associates wanting a lease, the
others woro given to frioends who did not have quite encugh funds fo
fuily cdevelop their leasces, The branch was started in 18392 and come
pleted in January 1896, scven miles long; it reachoed the first lesso.
tagnsn cut by the Boonoe brothers, in 1894. J. N. had nany nokle ard
Jinz qualitics, but every man has somec woeak spots and the weakness of
<. H, was in not looking after dotails and the smaller things and he
ned very few decalings with survoyors or lawyers.

In describing the Nuttallburpg lease, ho merely named some

‘rects and a creck and nobody knew theo acreage nor She boundery Jinoer:
erd in specifying tho Boone lease, he uscd only croeks and the county
road and 1ts acrcage was unknown and it included z portion of whot hat
been assigned tu the Nuttallburg lecasc, He thought he cownoed everythin:
up the Kooneys creck hollow and then discovered thet he didn't; he and
. no map of his property and had scldom gono to locok at any tract he had
bought after tho first five or six thousand acres that ho nceeded Fox
his two mincs. He was a pgreat and good man and, if he became carclosa
dering the latter part of his scecond life's work, he must bo readily
and understandingly forgiven for any small orrors or tho lack of tho
oncrgy to attend to all details.

In giving the leases to his friends, he told thom that tho
royalty would be $.10 a ton and that thoe C & O would charge them $.05
a ton for hauling thoir coal down tuv the mailnline. They accoptoed
this, but asked for a guarantee that ho would nover levy any toll of
his own for usc of his branch and ho roadily agrced to put such a
guarantee in the leases, Wheon the lcases were drawn up, something
wont wrong and it is 4difficult today tce understand why nobody saw th=e
crror; there is eovery indication that nobody at all ever recad a loasc
after it was writton,.

The Boones were able to start shipping coal in 1894 and the
Hollands early in 1895; the C & O charged them tho $.05 a ton toll
and nobody thought anything about it beccause that was according tu the
agrecements, In 4pril 1895, the Boones finally tock a look at their
lcasc and discovered that in the lease J, N. guaranteed them freo
delivery of all of their coal to the main linec and said nct a word
about any toll, They went to seov thelr lawyer and he said there was
no question about it at all; so the PBoones notified J, N, of the
wording of the lsase and J. N, saw that it guarantcoed frec delivery
and he could do nothing but tell the C & O to levy no moro tolls,
quite a loss, Many things went wrong up the hollow, but noevertholess
the building of the branch and the opening of the scven mines was thc
crowning achicvement of J. N, and he revelled in all of the bustling
-11 hammering and sawing and ho built a houso at thec ‘Rothwell learc
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and moved up there to be in the midst of it.

Fayette County had beon divided into six maglstoerial districts
and whon the branch was completed, the County Gourt carved out a noew
sevonth district to include most of the holdings of J. N, and named
it Huttall district.

I failed to mention at tho proper place, that Mr, Blumec had
2 spinster daughter named Martha who was maybe 12 years younger than
3. No3; d. N, had endless decalings with Mr. Blume and saw much of
Martha and they liked cach other and about seven years after they nad
mst they got married, and it was a congenial and happy companionship
cnd she, of course, was with him in his new home at Rothwell.

Whon J. N. finally sat down at Rothwell with no more planning,
he began to slowly slip and by August of 1897 ho was bedfast. Fred
Fothwell had jumped his horse over a fence and the horse caught his
foct and foll on him and he was badly injurcd. Fred died September 12.
1397 and this hurt J, N,, because the two of them had been such wamm
¢ad closc friends for so long, and J. N, died fcur days later,

Thoy were sach buriced on the cliffs above the old Nuttall wmire.

Je N. left everything, share and sharo alike, to his four
children and gave his widow, Martha, use of the home for her life and
an annual allowance of $5,000.00 a year,




