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"THE STRUGGLE"
1982

This book has been compiled for descendents of Jackson and Martha
Nuttall Taylor; particularly those who attend the family reunion at Babcock
State Park in West Virginia the week of August 30th, 1982.

The name for the reunion comes from the name given to the anmual
Taylor trek in the 1890's from winter to summer quarters; from the main
house at Nuttallburg in the canyon to 'Holmefield" the summer home in
Edmond, West Virginia on top of the mountain.

Pictures reproduced in the book come principally from Fred Raven,
an amateur photographer, who married Minnie Taylor. Most of his original
glass negatives were rescued in the 1970's from Sea Cliff, New York. Other
pictures were made by T.0. Taylor and Joyce Barlow (an English relative)
living in Waterfoot, England who has helped with the English 'Taylor Tree"
as well as a mumber of publications.

Grace Taylor Himes geneology write-ups of 1952 are included as well
as John Nuttall's history of his grandfather and Jackson Taylor's diary
of his return to England in 1883. Other written contributions come from
various ''cousins''.

Thanks are due to all the members of the family who helped in
bringing the family tree up-to-date and in organizing 'The Struggle''.
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JOHN NUTTALL

4<% Written by Grace Taylor Himes

There are not many of John Nuttall's descendants listed in
these pages who remember him or even knew him. He is but a name to
them - and the John Nuttall Estate something from which they get a
little money every years, I knew him and lived in the same house
with him for a few years., When I was 9 years old, he died at the
age of 80, He seemed a very old man to me and yet during those years
he was having the railroad built up Keensy'!s Creek mountain to open
mines up in that mountain, This project was a very great one in hils
1ife involving much thought, planning and risking of money he had
accumulated over his pathetically frugal, unselfish life - deveold I
think of one real day of play.

He was born at Cupola Clough, ‘a suburb of Accrington, Lanca-
shire, Bngland, of very poor parents. The whole vicinity was poor,
as the people were either farmers, weavers or coal minersy This @ rt
of Lancashire was called "The Forest of Rossendale" and until the
year 1500 had been kept expressly as a hunting preserve for the
King's pleasure., It was about 30 square mlles in area and prior to
1500 only 20 people lived in this forest., They were mainly officers
of the King whose duties were to guard the deer and game in the
foreste Henry VIII passed a decreo allowing others to live there and
in 50 years the population jumped to 1000, The Nuttall namc is very
amcicnt in the forest, It 1s said that they were Flemish or French -
the name originally DeNoughto and that they came with William the
Conguoror to England. '0ld Nuttall Hall was built in 1400, There is
a rcferncce to a Henry DeNouo (Noughto) in 1200 in my History of
Rossendalc Forest by Edward Newbegginge There arc many Nuttals in
the list of the graves or greaves or recves of the forest from 1559
on. Thc greave was appointed by the King to keep law and order in
in his forest. The name sheriff or shereef comes from this. He had
baliffs and constables under him. A John Nuttall was a greave in
1566, John Nuttall has been a very common name in that vicinity for
hundreds of yearse. For this reason, i1t has been hard to trace our
ancestors through this maze of John Nuttalls. We don't sven know
who his grandfather was, but if I live long enough I shall find out,

Grandpat!s father was Thomas Nuttall who was born in 1788 at
Cupola Clough. He was a weaver and I suppose his father was a weaver
before hims. All we know of Thomas was that he rarried Alice Crabtree
and they had six children - Lawrence, Dinah, Thomas, another girl
who married a man nemed Hollin (their son John lived in Phillipsburg
and died there)s Our grandfather, John, was Thomas! S5th chilld and
Alice the 6thsy A year after the birth of Alice, Thomas died leaving
his wife and six children with nothings There were no benefits or
unemployment insurance or relief checks in those days, so the child-
ren had to go to work to help out. John started to work at the age
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of eight, He got a job as a tier boy in a calico print works where
he worked three years. Then he went to work in a coal mine at Good-
shaw Hill, a place near Cupola Clough, and worked there until he was
seventeen. He returned to the print works for 3% years but, as he
liked mining better, he went back to the mines and worked there for
twelve years. He was married by that time to Elizabeth Pollard, the
daughter of Henry Pollard and Elizabeth Holt. They had three child-
ren born in England - Alice, Flizabeth, Susanna, and Thomas. Eliza-
beth Pollard's father had died too when she was very young. John's
mother never married again, but Elizabeth!s mother, Elizabeth Holt
Pollard, did marry again, a man named James Crabtree who had a large
family. He was & cousin of John's mother, Alice Crabtree, and he
had two sons who had come over to Staten Island and had started a
silk mill there., The relationship between the Pcllards, Crabtrees,
and Nuttalls is all very complicated as must have been the relation-
ship of all those in Rossendale Forest, for they seemed to have
intermarried many times through the centuries. I think we are de-
scended from every one who lived there in carly times,

John Nuttall decided to join his relatives and seek his
fortunc in America. He left his family in England and came over in
May 1849. A year passed beforche felt established enough to send
for them to comece They arrived in Staton Island in 1850, On April
26, 1851, a fourth child was born who was Martha, my mother, and
when she was two her mother, Elizabeth diecd of what they called the
aguc, Elizabeth!s half sister, Martha Crabtrec, who had married a
Sutcliff, took care of the little family and John decided to leave
that place of ill fortune and look for coal lands in a healthier
place, for he had some money and he wanted some land and a business
of his own.

He got a horse and taking some silk handkerchiefs made in
the crabtrce mill, hec traveled slowly up into Center Co., Pas, sell-
ing his handkecrchiefs on the way (I have one of these). He had
heard that thc coal was very good up there and he found that was
truee It was good and he decided to buye The Crabtree brothers put
some money too in this first venture, Center Co. was almost a
wilderness at that time, Therc was no railroad as yet and it was
all pretty primitive, John built himself a log house in a clearing
not far from his mine. The woods encircled it and there werc bears,
wild-cats, and wolves in these woods -- also many deer, John was so
afraid that the children would wander out and be killed by these
beasts that he had to lock them in the housc during the day while he
was opening his mine., He was getting it in shape to ship coal as
soon as the railroad would come, My mother told me of hcaring the
wild-cats howling around the housc, and of seceing fresh killed deer
that they had slain.

He had to make trips to Philadelphia to buy supplicse He
must have had somecone stay with the children at these times, but he
longed for companionship and a mother for his children. On onc of
these trips to Philadelphia, he met a Mrs. Anne Nuttall, the widow of



T

a Thomas Nuttall, whose husband and child had died on shipboard
coming over. He saw her quite frequently and in 1856 they were
merried and she went to Osceola Mills cr Nuttaliville as John called
his mine. A railroad came up there in a year or two and his business
flourisheds

However, Joha's second marriage was not a hanpy 0Ce & =00,
Lewranece William, was born in 1857, but they seperaved and at %he
er.d of five years separation got a divercec Jomr gave her & cusl
cetnlemens and kept nis son and raised him. Alice, his nicdest
cavguter, now kept house for him and the childreelie Then the rai:road
came, Allce and Susanna were getting older now and *n 186l Alice
merried George W. McGaffey one of hig chief business assoclates —-
and Susanna at the age of fifteen married his mine foreman, John
nead, Joan continued to live with Alice and hzr husband. He botrght
more coal land and began to make moneye

Thon a great scrrow came to him when hiz =goa; Thomisy azed
fr.3tcer. o2 twenty, Sock 2 trip out West Tor the fua of i3 and alsc
Lo peport on mineral 1and out there. On the homeward triv he was
pringing a pony with saddle and bridle for Msrtha, his 1list:e 3ister,
wWiile traveling on a boat, on the Ohio River, which had no rail
around the deck, he was drowned. No one cver knew how it happened,
“ut the supposition was that he went out at night to see about the
pony and fell overboard. This was a sad time for them alle.

Again John grew restless. He had heard of the good coal in
Best Virginia, so he went down there to look around. He found the
coal very good indeed and began to buy. The railroad had not come
into Fayette Co. yet, so he got his land cheape. His first mine he
called Nuttallburg, and 1t was situated in a gorge called the New
River Canyon about 60 miles east of Charleston. It was beautiful
primative country at that time and 1t still is, in the year 1955.
He began getting his mines opened, his towns, stores, and post offices
built, etc. In about two years, the railroad connected with his land
~nd he started to ship coale

For some time he went tank and forth from Center Co., Pas to
wevette Coey, We Vae Then my mcther, his younges’ cdaughter morricd
=5 father, Jackson, Taylor, a young Englishman alsc from Rossendale
~¢1est, who had come over to Staten Island to work for his olaest
v ther, James Taylor, who had a woolen mill theoree This miil wWle
_nier sold to Strook. Martha and Jackson Taylcr met at New Brighucn;
when Martha was visiting her aunt, Martha Crabtrec Sutcliff, who
"ived there, They fell in love and wore married in April 1372,
tpandoa asked them to come to W. Va., and make 2 home for him thair2
30 they wente

They lived in a small house for a few years, then the chilid-
a1, began to come Vvery regularly -- & boy and then a girl two years
ayr1t, so Grandpa built a twenty room house spravling over the ronle
2 Nuttallburge OGreat boulders hung perilously up the mountain
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above it. The railroad and the wild and muddy New River ran along at
the foot of the gorge just below the houseo The mountains were beau-
tiful and the home happy. but the air was full of coal dust and coke
oven smokes

Uncle Will Nuttall had married Katharine Dubree, a girl from
rhillipsburg and they 1ived up the mountain sbove 13- ncie Will was
. indefatigable Botanist, and a very fine one *n fa:%, and has had
ciants namned for hims Their home was full of booka, music, Rodgers”
groags, botany specimens and other things fascinating and culbural,
Cur home wag full of children, English help and much company soming
end goling:

istallburg had many negro miners., There were only L or ©
whise families on the place, but we had a gccd Sime emeng ourseLves.

Grand»a merried again, Martha Blumc. 2 wcman of suitable ags
rnd Lempermert, the daughter of Jo Le Blume uf ii. ¥a,. with waon
r.yandps had many business dealings in buying his iaasde They livea in
a wing cf hils big housce T remember well goirs tc sce thens They
wouid be sitting by their glowing coal fire. thejr hands Zolded, rcak--
jng and chatting. He was a gentle, kind old man - much interesteda in
his business and his chaldren. He had gotuicn a good many Englishmen
+o come over and help him, so he had companionship and comfortse L
never remember sceing him play a game, though - not ceven checkers or
chess, His life had always becn too full of work for games.

Latcr he built a church at Nuttallburg, on the mountain where
all denominations had services. He was a religious man, I thought
he and his people had always been Beptists, but there is a difference
of opinion. Somec say he was a Methodistj others say he was an
Episcepalian, He was good and that 1is what matters.

This Era of Pcace was shattered by his decision to build a
railroad up Keencys Mountain - a tremendous engineering feat, But he
sas determined to get the coal out that was on top. Grandpa pald the
whole cost of this railroad, which was $290,009., It took 4l his
savings and was a big gamblo for him. The C and O R.R. agreed %o
meintain the road and charge all the lessces so much for hauling
rheir coal, which Grandpa would geto Grandpa's railroad was begun in
i.392 and finished in 1894. A Virgig%%azg? named Langhorne was the
sngincer of this road. He was the 22¥f Lady Astor and Charles
Qana Gibson's wife - the famous Langhorne sisters.

Therc was a lot of terrible blasting and rocks tumbling dowvn
rhe mountain some of which hit our housc znd made great holes in i%a
3a% by that timc we had a summer farm "Holmfield" on top of Nuttali-
bYarg Mountain and we were out of the danger. How much we en joyed
-nat home on the mountain, so bright and clecan and fresh aftver the
smoke of the canyon! Our cousins from Philipsburg would come -~-—
Caproline McGuffey, May Todd and the Taylor cousins from Newburg., H,Y-
Wz rode horses, had picnics, partiecs, explored tho forests, watche
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the sunsets - simple pleasures, but they were grcat pleasures which
I will never forget.

Grandpa then built himself a house at Dubree. The first mine
opencd which had been taken over by Fred and Herbert Rothwell Raszer,
relatives from England who had comc over to help Grandpa at Nuttall-
burg. Grandpa was happy there and he rested from his labors. He
was now 80 years old and he had been working and planning for 72 years,
He now had 28,000 acres of land, 7 or 8 coal mines and was considered
a millionaire, His work was over and he begén to fail,

Fred Rothwell, who was a grcat sportsman, dicd in the summer
of 1897 as the result of falling on the pommel of his saddle in jump-
ing. Then Grandpa died about a month later. '

I remcmber following the wagon carrying Grandpa's coffin over
the rocky road to the grave yard in the woods on top of Nuttall
mountain, where he was buried -- a fitting resting place, unadorned,
high and serenej where there was strength, vision and solitude --
all symbols of his long life,



THE LTFE OF JOHN NUTTALL

Written by his Grandson, John Nuttall:

The city of Accrington, in Lancashire County, England, was
divided Into districts or surrounded by many suburbs, each with its
cwa name, Thomas Nuttell was born in 1788, in one of these suburbs
ramed Cupola Clough; he became a weaver and married Alice Crabtree;
they had six childron, the fifth child was named John, and the sixth
caild was named Alice, A year after the birth of Alice, Thomas, the
fathor, died, January 3, 1820, and the widow had a hard time fooding
her family and the children had to go to work just as soon as they
coulds In that ora, the age of eight was considered o0ld enough for a
child to begin work and, at that tender age, John had to start working.
He got a job as a tierboy in a calico printworks, in a suburb named
Love Clough and stayed at that three years, until he was oleven; he
then went to work in a coal mine in anothor suburb, Goodshaw Hill, and
was there six yecars, until he was 17. Ho, noxt, wont back to the '
rrintworks as an apprenticoe and remained thore threoc and once-half years,
but he preferred coal mining and went back to that and continued work-
ing in thoe mine for the next 12 ycars¢ John was born April 9, 1817,
and in April, 1849, ho was 32 ycars old and knew all about coal mining
and had saved cnough to omigrate to America, Ho had married Elizabeth
Pollard and they had throe children, Alice Elizabeth, Suzanna and
Thomas,. - '

Elizabeth Pollard had had the samo misfortune as John had, in
losing her father when she was a small child; John's mother nover
riarricd again, -but his wife's mother did romarry with a man named
Crabtreco, ’ 3

After Mrs, Pollard married Mr. Crabtreo, they had threc child-
ron, William and Jonathan and Martha, and Martha marriecd a Mr,
Sutcliff, Thoso throae children had omigrated to asmerica and had
cstablished a silk mill on Staten Island, under the firm name of
Crabtrco & Wilkinson, and spccializing in silk handkerchiofs,

Since I shall have to write my grandfathor's name a hundred
timoes, it will save werk and space if I rofer to him hercafter, by
using only his initials,

J. N. was cautious with his money and he did not went to risk
burcing bridgoes behind him, so he decided to go to America alone and
make surc of a job before taking his family over,

Ho wrote to the Crabtreos and they replicd that they cculd give
bim a job in their silk mill sinco hoe knew cloth printing; so hoe went
and landed in New York in May, 1849, then sent for his family tho next
year, after becoming fully satisficed about his jobe. )

April 26, 1851, a fourth child, Martha, was born, and two years
later, the mother died and Mrs. Sutcliff took charge of the baby,
Marthae, Both J. N, and his wifo caught some disceasc which the doctorc
cf that day could not diagnose and they gave it that catchall vaguo
Ciagnosis of the aguo; J. N. slowly recovoered, but his wife did not.
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At the silk mill, he was able to savo a lot morec money cach
year than ho had bocn ablo to save in England, and ho did not spend
bis ontiro savings in the omigration; 80 23, ho liked mining better
than cloth printing and ho ynew he could do botter at that than in
tho silk mill, he road tho papers and made onquiries, watching for an
opportunity to join somebody in opening a mino. Finally in 1856,
socven years aftoer his arrivel in this country, he heard of a possible
opportunity to get into coal mining., Ho heard, or road, that Tho
Ponnsylvania Railroad was building a branch line from Tyrone, near
Altoona, Pennsylvania, to climb the mountain and go on to Pnilipsburg
and Clearfield, and that this lino would tap large amounts of coal and
timber theroce -

Ho went up to Philipsburg by stagoecoach and hired & horse and
rode along the surveyed right-of-way, making enquiries about coal
seams and prices, -

He rodo down to Osceola Mills, about eight miles below Philips-
burg, and there he hoard of a Mr, Colburn who had a good coal socam on
his farm about five miles further on towards Tyrone, and ho went on
over thoeree

Mr. Colburn was digglng somo of this coal for himsolf and
neighbors; he had 200 acres and it lay properly alongsido the right=-
of -way and Mr. Colburn did not put a high price on his place, 1% ..
being so isolated, Tho coal was of reasonably good quality and Je Nu -
dceided that this would be his placc and he went back to Staton Isla;E;
what- ho then agreed to with Mp, Colburn is not known; maybe somo
verbal agreemont or option or down payment When ho told the two
Crabtreo brothers aboub the huge profits in cozl, they readily agrood
to join with him; the demand for coal far oxcoodod the small amount
of coal being produced and pricos were conscquently highe William
Crabtroe agreed to buy tho land and Jonathan agreed to put up as
much cash as Je. N 1ecked for opening the minoe and building a villagoe
and a storc and buying minoc cars, rails and mules, and J. N, went
right to work on his new mine, c¢ven though the branch was only starten

out of Tyronce .

Ho first went.to Philadelphia to seo gbout buying some supplicc
and cquipment and at his boarding house he mot a Mrs. Ann Nuttall.
She had cemigrated from England recently and her husband and two child
‘pen had died end 1eft haerstranded. Hor husband was said to have boen
a distant cousin of John'se J. No liked ann and was sorry for hor
and he saw her again on cach of thoe scveral trips ho had to mzko to
Philadelphiae They ecach nooded the other right badly and they got
merried in November 18564 J. N. had by thon constructed a fow houscs
and had e-bit of a commissary and had named his growing villagoe,
Nuttallville; he and Ann went to otaten Island and got the children
and went up to Nuttallvillos

To be mcre tochnically corroct about the branch, Morgan Halo
& Cumpany bought 38,000 acrcs of coal and timbor lands on top of the
mountain above and back of Tyrono, and they startoed tho branch to
jevelope their property and tho P.R.R. took it over when it was well

2longe -
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Nuttallville was the first place that this branch reached and
when it got there in 1881, J. N, had his mine well developed and was
rcady to ship coal and his profits wero considerablo.

A Mr, Robert Powcll of Philadelphia heard of the big.profits
eand he went up to Nuttallville to suve if ho could get in on this
bonanza in some way and the rosult of that visit was that Mr, Powell
bought out the. two Crabtrees and bought another 650 acres and put up
still more cash for more houses and more equipment, Mr., Powell know
nothing about mining and would take no part in it but to put up the
neoded money, and hoe would continue to live in Philadelphia, Whother
¢+ N. retained a full half intorest is not clecar, but apparently he
aide In viow of the fact that J. N, would furnish all the knowledgo
and cxporiocnce and do all the work and assume all tho worries and
privation of life in the woods, Mr, Powecll gencrously agrooed to pay
him 2 $.05 a ton royalty for producing the coal. They wore both quiteo
pleascd with tho arrangoment and both mado good profits and J, N. was
so ploeased gbout it that he ronamed his town and called it Powolton.
This contract was oxecuted in 1862,

With pleonty of cash for dovolopment, J, N. quickly brought
the production up to 4000 tons a month and at $.05 a ton royalty,
that mcant $200 a month, which was a huge salary in that day; and ho
also got his partnership share of the overall profits., Dayhands at
his mine got only $12 a month, but living costs were in kooping with
these wagoes and a man could raise his family on that $12 a month in
the 1860'se '

Je Ni uséd some of his profits to open another mine of his
own on Coal Run back of Osceola Mills, about 5 milos west of Powelton,
and he nemed it Docatur, as it was in Docatur township, of Clearfiold
Countys The 12 mile round trip on horscback consumod too much time,
and Mr, Powoll agrceod to buy out J. N's interost in Powolton in 1866
and thon J, Ne. moved to Oscoeola Mills, ‘

The socond marriage of J, N. did not turn out happily; they
had married without knowing cach other scarcoly at all and in a fow
years thoey discovered that thoir naturos and porsonalities and bellefs
clashed and they could not get along harmoniously, nor happily. In
1861, thoey agrecd, by mutual consent, to scparate for five years and
signed a paper to that offect; hoe agreod to pay hor $2.50 a weok,
which scoms a pitiful sum today, but at that time that was all a wage
carnor got for raising his family. He had invested in a house in
Philadelphia and he gave that to her also, and ho allowed hor to haveo
tenporary custody of my fathor, Lawrence William, who was born to
them at Powelton, September 17, 18574 At the cnd of the five yoars,
Je N. was still sure that he could not be happy with Ann and they got
a divorco and ho gave her a good cash settlement and she went to -
England to visit rclativos. Upon her return, she bought a home in |
Philipsburg and lived there until 19004 J. N: had taken custody of
my father boforoe the divorco.

Goergo W, McGaffoy, a young carpenter from Vermont, had drift-
~d in to Powclton and helped J. N. build his village and hc married
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tho eldest daughter, Alice, in 1864 J. N, had a mino forcman named
John Todd at Powelton and he morriod the next daughter, Suzanna, aboutb
a yeer before Allce got married.

When J. N. moved to Oscoola in 1866, to give his wholo timo to
his new mine Decatur, he had my fathor, Lawrence William, back with
him end apparently tho McGaffeys kopt house for them all,

~ The new mino proved a total failuro; the coal seam would dis-
sppoar and they had the expensc of driving ontries to find it again,
shon lose it and, after two years of this, J. N, had to abandon it
sntirelye But ho still had plenty of monoy left over from his Powol-
won mino and he bought 1200 acros on tho edge of Philipsburg, Pennsyl=-
vanine. Philipsburg is in Conter County, but this 1200 acros was on
the other sido of the Moshannon crock, in Cloarfiecld County, the
location boing a suburb known as Pt. Lookouti . Ho namod his noew mine
Docatur #1 end spoke of the failure as 0ld Decatur; ho built a villago
and a school and a storc and was able to salvage somo cquipment by
heuling it or shipping it from 01d Yecatur, For some unexplained
rcason, his new town was locally referred to as Tho Nuttall Blocks,
but officially it was Decaturs

John Todd was mine foroman of this new mine and had by now
icarned evorything about mining coal the way J. N. wanted it done and
J. N. had no worry about tho production of the coal, Goorge McGaffcy
had proved to bo a young man of storling qualities and with a level -
hoad and J. Ne had taken him jnto thoe offico and he was rapidly learn-
ing all dotails of the cutside manager which moant keeping the books,
selling the coal, making up the payrolls, attending to the rontals and
erepairs of tho.houses, managing the store end handling the financos
and also purchasing agont for the mines This new soam of coal proved
a good one and J. N, opened a second mino and called it Dgcatur #2,
and as soon as money bezan coming in from this place, he opened
another mine, nemod Laurel Run #1, and then he opened Laurol Run #2,
and it would secm ¥hat thoeso two minos woro on land leased friom tho
ownors, #1 lcasocd from Richard Hughos and #2 1oasecd from John'Shaws

_ In 1868, his son, Thomas, finishod his sehooling, He had a
longing to take 2 trip out west and sec Indians and buffaloes beforo
ho settled down to coal mining, and J. N. agreed to the trip and"
helped him got a freelance agency to soll Foirbanks scales wherecver
there was no present agency west of the Ohioe. Thomas must have sdld
a good many scales, inasmuch as he took quite an extonsive Journoy
fap out west, and on his return he bought an Indian pony, saddle and
bridle for his sister, Martha. When he rcached the Ohioc he saw a '
paddloewheel roady to continue jts journey upriver to Pittsburgh and
he tcok passcgo on it, for a rest and to specd his return home. #t
todtime ho remarked that he was going down to the lower deck to soe
if his pony was alright end that was the last seen of him; this was
1868, about Auguste _

TIn the carly spring of 1870, J. N. rcad in his papoer aboutb
the construction of the C & O Railroad in West Virginia; it had start-
nd at 01d Pt Comfort at tho mouth of the James river and followed thc
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river to 1ts source and was now over the crest of the Allegheny; it
would go down through the New River gorge and down the Kanawha river
end end at Portsmouth on the Ohio, and construction was being started
room Portsmouth to work back east and meet the other crew,

The article stated that thore worce many scams of coal on tho
Xanowha and a couple in the New Hiver gorge. J. N, had profited well
ty coming to Powelton and buying land buforo the railroad got there
end he thought it ‘might pay him to go down and make enquiries in Wost
Virginia on tho Kanawha, He was 53 yoars old and had worked hard for
4% ycars and now had a very nice income and ho was cntitlod to ocse
of7 and undertake no moro privations. Hard work soldom hurts anybody
i€ thoy live right and J. N, was always most abstemious and modorate
in ceverything and usod no tobacco and no alcohol, and at 53 ho was just
in his prime, He was about to embark upon a second life of 27 more
vears of considorable accomplishments,

The McGaffeys had no children and they were giving J. N, and
my father a good home; they also had a home for Martha, but she was
going away to school nine months and in summer visited many weoks at
Staten Island and was at Decatur vory littloe at this periocd. The two
sons-in-law were compcetent, able and willing to look after the Ponn-
sylvania minocs and J, N, was footloose. He wont down into Virginia
by train and there boarded a stagecoach of tho James River and Kanawha
Turnpike_and in two days arrived at the tavern of Dr. Coopor at Locust
Lane in Fayette County, West Virginia, on the hoadwators of Eeconoys
Creok, He was surprisod to see them burning coal and it looked 1liko
a fine grado of coal and he made enquiry about it, and was told that
it was mined from a scam on the bank of Keonoys Crook ncarbye. A local
surveyor, Je L, Blumoe, was at the tavern, probably to get his mail,
and J. N, got into conversation with him and could have found no
better informed man to talk withj as Mr, Blumo know tho cornors and
owners and prices of all the lands around thore, Mr, Blume statod
that this coal scam on the bank of Koonoys crock was 3ifcect thick
clean coal; that it was S5 miles down the crcek to thoe top of tho Now
River gorge and the C & O was tu come on this north side of tho river;
that two ycars ago whon climbing down to Now River hc had scen a fino
four foot scam of coal exposced by a slido on the side of the gorge
and lend was $1,00 an acre, J. N, decided to lay over herec a few days
and investigatce

In an cffort to keop this acecount es brief as possible, I am
cmitting a great many details and side issues, especially from hero on,

They found the second scam of coal about 200 foet below the
cliffs that rimmed the gorge and J, N. decided tu open a mine hore on
Short Croeok,. which was ono mile wost downriver from Koocneys crocok,

Ye pointed out to Mr, Blume what he wanted and Mr. Blumo took him to
sece the owners of those tracts; tho price had heretofore becn $1,00

an acre, but the owners naturally, and not unwiscly, asked moroe when -
they saw that J, N. had decided to locate heres The first owner askod
$4,.00 an acrc and got it without dispute and the next man hoaring of
~het, asked $6.00 and still no argument and so the next owner asked
.00 and got it, and J, N, signed up for 657 acres. He tock a lump
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of his new coal back to Philadelphia with him and had it analyzed and
found it a better coal than his Pennsylvania seams, so he raised as
mich cash as he could and arranged for his two sons-in-law to manage
his Pennsylvania mines and he went back to Locust Lane in the fall,
He bought another 1500 acres, and the prices varied according to how
closo they were to his mine and how badly he needed that tract; you
could perhaps say that in goneral thoy wero $8.00, if anywhoro within
rcach of a minc on tho side of the gorgo above thc Railroad. Goorge
Alderson had a tavern on tho turnpike, four miles west of Locust Lane,
and ho owned 547 acres of wild land west of his farm; it was far back
from tho gorge and J, N, had no nced for it, but Mr, Alderson wanted
to soll it at $1.00 an acre and J. N, bought it. This was the only
$1.00 land that J. N. got, A poorly informed school toachor who lost
his job undertook the writing of what he clalmoc was 2 history of
Payetto County; ho stated that J. N, got his lands at $.50 an acro
and this was dofinitely untrue,

Whon J, N, camo back to Fayette County, in tho fall of 1870,
he brought along Mr. W, H. Holland to be his mine boss and to help
with the many jobs that had to be donei Thoy worked 18 months gotting
cverything dono that they could do until the railroad should arrive
and bring thom tholr hoavy goods and ralls; and tho railroad not yot
in sight, J. N. took his crews a milec upriver and oponed a socond mine
on Keenceys crockg '

His first mino was planned to havo a maximum production of
500 tons a day and it was named Nuttallburg and postoffice granted
undor that names The C & C had listed the place as Nuttall on their
teriffs and could not chango thom and tha place became known as
Nuttall and the Burg was usod only when addroessing a letter. Tho
second minc was on half the scale of Nuttall and to produce a maximum
of 250 tons a day, and was named Kecnoys Crocok. The railroad was
built from both ends and two crows mct at the bridﬁo over Now River,
7 miles below Short crock, and tho road compleoted february 1873, two
years and a couple of months after J, N. startod to work on his mine,
Coal prices were still high and as soon as J. N. got all his housecs
built and his store stocked and had paid for all his equipment, he
built cckeo ovense When all was done, he had 17 doublo two-fomily
housos, 80 ono family housos, 220 bankcars, 30 bank mules and 80 coks
ovens at the two minces, Tho word mine was usced cnly collectively in
those days and cach mine was called a bankj; tho men put on their
bank clothes and bankcap and banklamp and worked in the bank and had
a bankbcss. i

Almost 2ll thoe sottlers living on top of the gorge worked in
tho mincs -and othoer settlers bought a few acres and built homes, so
thaet half the men lived in their own homes on top, and this scttle-
ment was called Nuttall Mountain, until they finallygot their own
postoffice and nomed it Edmund, named for Eddie, tho son of John Ryan,
who applied fcr and got the first postoffice, Short creck is ono |
mile downriver from Keeneys crock and two miles further on downriver
is Fern Creok; when J. N, got his mincs going he began buying more-
1ands and ho bought overything along New River from Fern Crock up to
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2 half milo above Keonoeys Crecek for a river frontage of 3% miles, He
bought overything on back to the turnpiko, fanning out a bit as ho
went back and tho turnpike ran from four to five miles parallel to
and back from the gorge. He had in this boundary about 12,000 acres
and was satisfied with this, but mon were continually coming to sce
him, wanting him to buy their land. Some man would die and an ade-
ministrator appointed to scll tho placo and nobody wanted it and tho
admini strator would eppcal to J, N, to plecasc buy it so thoy could got
the costato scttlod,

Je No bought many of theso offorings, partly as a favor and
partly becauso ho believed all land would increasc in value and he
couldn't lusc by buying it. In this mannor ho bought another 12,000
acres without plan and it was badly scattered and jaggod and poorly
connocted, oftcen iselateds In almost all of his purchases, the sellor
rescrvod the surface whercon was his homo and clearod fioelds, but J. N,
got all the mincrel solidly.

Martha, the fourth child of J¢ Ni, marricd Jackson Teylor, a
Bookkeepoer, and they came to Nuttall as soon as it got going and he
kopt the books tho whole way throughs His good friend, Fred Rothwoll,
a rolative of tho Taylors who had come from England with his brother,
Herbert, to help, was given the job of store manager, and Dr. L. B,
Rupert was appointed physician, In 1878; my fathor was 21 and finish-
od his schooling and he came down and was put at various jobs, then
was taken into the office and handlod the finances, kept some of tho
books, attonded business moetings for J, N., sold tho cocal and handlod
much of the correspondence. J. N, had had to go to work whon he was
8 yoears old, but.his mothoer had taught him his throe R's and he could
writo a very creditable letter; his only weakness was in having to
dodge around using such words as possossion,

In 1882, J. N, decided to divide up a little with his childron
he designatod ccertain tracts as being in a leaschold, tc be known as
the Nuttallburg Coal & Coke Company, and he gave Jackson Taylor, my
father and Mr, Holland equal partnership in this leasehold with him-
solf as the fourth. Tho lessces had to pay J. N. individually, $.10
a ton royalty on all coal mined and an additional $.,02 a ton for
twenty years, to repay him for the houses and equipments Thoy shipped
so much coal that in 12 yoears J. N. figured he had rcecceived enough
return from the cxtra $.02 royalty to have repaid him and ho cancoled
it out in 1894, J. N, also divided up with his two sons-in-law in
Pennsylvania, but I do not know thoe dotalls; my fathor said they each
got $50,000,00, but I do not know if it wore cash or if they got
partnership in the Pennsylvania mines and rcalized the $50,000,00
apiocco when the mines were sold upon the death of J. N. The now
luaschold included both of the New River mines and the partners
apparently made good profits in spito of tho $.12 a ton rayalty pay-
mentsa

f

Money was piling up from the two New Hiver mines and the four
Pennsylvania mines and by 1887, J. N. folt he must do something about
investing ite He owned practically ceverything within a mile of
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cither side of Kooneys Creok back to the turnpike and well beyond it,
What they haéd thought was two scams of coal turned out to be one ani
the same scam; the upthrust of the strata wes deoceptive and they later
found that this one scam, the Sewell scam, cropped on both sides cf
the Kceneys Crock hollow all along ite There was room up that hollow
back from the gorge for seven good mines, if only there werc some way
to get it down to the C & 0s J. N, climbed up and down the length of
Keenoys creck and along the side of the gorge, figuring on it and
finally docided that a branch railrozd couléd be blasted out of the
hillsides It would start at the mouth of Kecneys creek and climb up
te run above the village of Nuttall and go a half mile beyond, thon
switch back and climb on up and cnter the Keencys Crock hollow, high
enough for an cenzine to be able to chug on up the hollow to the turn-
prikes He told tho C & O that thoey could get tho revenue from scven
ncw mines if they would build this branch; since they got $8,000.00
freight revenue for hauling one acre of coal to the ncarest markot,
they wanted the ncew mines, but they said it would bo impossible to
build any railroad up that stecp mcuntainside. J. N, comployed their
own engineers to make 2 survey and they reported it could be done, but
that it would cost a third more than normal for such a road and ncro
than the output up there would warrant. J. N. countered by offering
to contribute $100,000,00 and thercby dispose of the adverseo argument,
Tho C & O thcught that fair cnough and it was almost agreed upon, but
not definitely sos Mr., Low, cf the Lowmoor Iron Company in Virginia,
had bought land on the southside of New River, opposite tho mouth cf
Fern creck, and he was very anxious to mine his coal over there, When
he heard of the ncgotlations of J. N., hc talksd to other landholders
over there on the southside and they agrced to put up the cost of a
bridge across New River at Fern croek, if the C & O would build scme
trackage on thé southside for them to mine their coal over therec,

This focused the attention of the C & O upon the fact that they ncecded
a second track through this worst part of the gorgoe.

The C & 0 did not have encugh oxpansion nmonoy to do both
things, and they acceptéd thoe offer of Mr. Low which, of course, was
their wiscst choices Thoy agreed to build the bridge five miles up-
river necar <cwell and build their sSecond track all the way down tho
south side to the Hawksnest bridge; this stecpest pcrtion of the gerge
so often had slides that blocked the whole line formany hours or.all
day, and the sccond track would be very valuable; It was a‘bittor
disappointment to J. N., whon tho C & O tcld his with regro$ that thoy
could not build his branch; he kept on talking to them and they
listened to him beczuse they wanted the revenue of any new mines they
could gete Finelly, it was agreed that J. N. would pay the wholo cos%
if the C & O would build it for him, or cocperatc with him to cvory
extcent possible in getting it bullte And the C & O agreed that thoy
would take it over and keep it in good ccondition and operate it for-
cvaer after with no furthor cost tu him and bring all products cf his
lands down to the mainline with no cost tu J. Ne As an inducement to
get him to build the branch, the C & O sa2id thoy would chargo all
lessces a toll for bringing thoir coal down to the mainline and refund
all these tells to J. N. and he could theroby get his money back, and
2 toll of $.05 a ton was verbelly agreed upon, to be later raiscd or
lowered according to prices and conditions,
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It would tako all of the savings of J, N, to build this branch
and ho could open none of the mines himself and would have to leasc
them; both J. N, and my father prided thomsslves upon having nover
becrrowed a dollar. The branch cost $290,000,00 including tho pro-
liminary and grade surveys.

Mr., Holland got first choice of a leasec and Fred Rcethwell
cecond choicoc and thero being no other associztes wanting a lease, the
others were given to friends who did not have quite encugh funds to
frily develcp their leases., The branch was started in 18392 zonld come
pleted in January 1896, seven miles long; it recached the first Jlecso.,
tapgon out by the Boone brothers, in 1894. J. N, had many ncbtlo ard
2in2 qualitiocs, but every man has somc weak spots and the weakness of
«. No was in not looking after dotails and the smaller things and he
hed very few dealings with survoyors our lawyors.

In describing the Nuttallburg lease, ho merely named somo
trects and a creock and nobody knoew the acreage nor the boundary 13mais:
«rd in specifying the Boone lease, he used only creeks and the couaty
road and its acrcage was unknown and it included & porticn of what haat
beon assignoed to tho Nuttallburg lecasc. He thought he ownod everythin:
up the Kecnoys creck hollow and then discovercd that hce didn't; he hnd
nce map of his property and had seldom gono to look at any tract nc had
bought after thoe first five or six thousand acres that he nceded for
iis two minese Ho was a great and good man and, if he bocamc carclass
during the laotter part of his socond 1life's work, he must bo readily
and understandingly forgiven for any small errors or the lack of tho
cnergy to attend. to all details. : ! B

In giving the leases to his fricnds, ho told them that tho
royalty would be $.10 a ton and that tho C & 0 would charge thom $.05
a ton for hauling their coal down to the mainlino. They accopted
this, but asked for a guarantee that he would nover levy any toll of
his own for use cof his branch and he roadily agreced to put such a
guarantee in the leases, When tho lcases were drawn up, something
went wrong and it is difficult today tu understand why nobody saw tho
error; therc is overy indication that ncbody at 2ll ever rcad a loasc
after it was written, -

The Boones were able to start shipping coal in 1894 and the
Hollands early in 1895; the C & O charged them the $.05 a ton toll
and nobody thought anything about it because that was according to tho
agroementse In spril 1895, the Boones finally took a look at their
lcasc and discovered that in the leasce J. N. guaranteed them freo
delivery of all of their coal to the main line and said not a word
about any toll, They went to sece their lawyer and he said there was
no question about it at all; so the Boones notified J. N. of the
wording of the lease and J. N, saw that it guarantced free delivery
and he could do nething but tell the C & O to levy no moro tolls,
guite a loss, Many things went wrong up the hollow, but nevertheless
the building of tho branch and the opening of the scven minos was the
crowning achicvement of J. N, and he revelled in all of tho bustling
-~ 1 hammering and sawing and ho built a house at the Rothwell leacq
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and moved up there to be in the midst of it,

Fayette County had been divided into six magisterial districts
and when the branch was comploted, the County Court carved out a new
seventh district to include most of the holdings of J. N. and named
it Nuttall district,

I failed to mention at tho proper place, that Mr., Blume had
¢ spinster daughter named Martha who was maybe 12 ycars younger than
d, Ne; Je. N, had endless dealings with Mr. Blume and saw much of
Kartha and they liked each other and about seven years after they had
et they get married, and it was a congenial and happy companionship
cad she, of coursc, was with him in his new home at Rothweoll.

When J. N, finally sat down at Rothwell with no more planning,
he begen to slowly slip and by August of 1897 he was bedfast. Fred
Fcthwell had jumped his horse over a fence and the horse caugh®t his
foct and fell on him and he was badly injured. frod died September 1Z.
1397 and this hurt J, N,, because the two cf them had beon such wamm
£ad close fricnds for so long, and J, N. died four days later.

They were cach buried on the cliffs above the old Nuttall mire,

Je No loft everything, share and share aliko, to his four
children and gave his widow, Martha, use of the home for her life and
an annual allowancé of $5,000.00 a yoar.
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~ OLD NUTTALL HALL FARM

From ‘Rambles ’ around Rossendale”

Co“n;nq down From the Heoot and o.rn.ss;nc‘ the Manchester Road
the rambler still plods his way amid the woodlands of H{:]‘ner ®olling-
wood, acress the $ields to the mver banks, a&:utt\'.m‘ on the old vi\\ule, :
of Nuttall. Here we will s‘\:m’ our ste.f»s for a while, for we are amid l
the vuins of a rich ?ast. The hamlet appears Yo have sprung up '
around the old home of the De Notoghs, on the site of whith stands
what s wmmon\\, knowwn as MNuttall Old Hall. The date of their settle-
ment s vot knoww. It s said however, t\me\l were dwellers 1n this
distriet between 1311-1299 ¢ and’ the estates remawned in thewr
hands until 1698, Pa.ss;nq then b\{ marr;ar.‘e. to the \lonsdales of
Fleldhouse and the Formsbys of Formb\l ; and thena by purchase
te Yhe Grants. "_T’ne.- ?re.sent ‘ou;ld\'nq, a view of which s annexed
15 a %ua\'ht ola\o\e.& structure heavy with wullioned windows and
df\'? stones, the baro'n{a_n\ tower over the C\a‘tewa\’ be.{nq a resto-
raktion. ot Part of the D\"'{c“\nn\ b\gi\&inﬂ . Within are ?nr'(f\'ons of
t‘mj_ o\d sak ane\\;nc.] ot the former house | the date of its erection
bu"\ﬂ fransferred to a stone \n the (sre.be.r\‘c struc.ture.,ﬂﬁttt.m_ux?

Namall is wese Ravtinstail.
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Forest of Rossendale. " - 209

During times of alteration or rebuilding, the congregation at
Cloughfold has on more than one occasion assembled for divine
service in the unfinished erection, in order to secure the bequest,

and fulfil the provision of the will, that they should never be at one

time, six weeks without preaching at the said chapel.

“The two endowments referred to above, have accumulated, the
£40 to £55, and the £150 to 4205, being £260 in the whole;
a very small augmentation, when the length of time, and the
increase of the value of property in the district, are taken into
account. A great want of foresight on the part of the earlier
Trustees was displayed in the disposition of the two bequests.
Had the original sum, instead  of being put out at simple interest,
been invested in the purchase of land, the increase in the realisable
capital would probably now have been tenfold. But even this
small accumulation is accidental, and is to be accounted for in this
way, that during a certain number of years in the course of its-
existence, the church was without a minister, and consequently, the
interest instead of being paid away was added to the capital.

About the year 1750, a small chapel was built at Lumb for the
use of the Baptists resmdmg in that neighbourhood. The circum-
stances which led to its erection are worth recalling, - The inhabi-
tants of the Lumb-and Dean valleys have long been favourably
known for their musical skill; and to cultivate their love of the art,
it has been their custom for generatlons to hold meetings for
practice in each others’ houses. Sacred music was their - Jorte, as it
continues to be to this day, and it would seem to have exercised a
hallowing influence upon their minds., Of these singers, John
Nuttall and several others became members of the Baptist church
at Bacup, then under the ministry of Joseph Piccop, and by
their example and exhortations, and the reading aloud of religious
authors at the musical gatherings, many were led to follow in their
footsteps. Though the meeting-house at Lumb was built in 1750,
three years elapsed before a church was formed. In May 1753,
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was first administered to the
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assembled members, John Nuttall having been chosen as their
minister. After having been in existence at Lumb for some time,
the congregation, for reasons not explicitly known, but probably to
extend their influence and usefulness, moved in the year 1760 to.
the more populous neighbourhood of Goodshaw, where they had
prepared a chapel, The meeting-house at Lumb was denuded of
its furniture, and the pulpit and seats were carried on the backs of
the congregation over the intervening hills to the newly erected
domicile. Here Mr. Nuttall settled and continued to minister
until his death on March 3oth, 1792, aged 76, having successfully
laboured among the people for the space of forty-five years.

The other Baptist Chapels in the district are of much more

. recent origin than those of Bacup, Cloughfold, and Goodshaw,

and in the table given- below the respective dates of their founda-

tion are stated.  From the early Baptist Churches in Rossendale

have sprung a numerous progeny of kindred societies, The -
Baptist Churches at Rawden, near Leeds ; Heatton, near Bradford ;

Gildersome and Hartwith, in Nidderdale; Rodhillend, near_
Todmorden ; Stoneslack, near Heptonstall ; Salendine Nook, and

Cowling Hill, all confess their Rossendale parentage.

The following Table (f) gives some particulars of the present
position of this denomination in Rossendale, The names of the
Churches are placed in the order of the date of their foundation.

(#) Compiled chiefly from returns given n the Baptist Hand Book for 1893.
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NUTTALL
Compiled By Grace Taylor Himes, 1952

Thomas Nuttall - - - Married - - - Alice Crabtree
Baptist Died 1852

Born 1788 - Died 1820

Was a Weaver -- Lived at Cupola Clough, Crawshawbooth, Lancashire,

England; Rossendale Forest.
They had six children.

Thomas, the Father, died at 38 and the children had to go to work to
support the family. The Mother, Alice, outlived all but two of her
children, Alice and Jolm. The others I am not entirely sure of; but,
there was a Laurence, Thomas, and Dinah. One daughter married a Hollin
and the son, John Hollin, lived in Philipsburg, Permsylvania, at one time.

I. John MNuttall - - - Married - - - Elizabeth Pollard
Born April 9, 1817 1816 - 1853
Died Daughter of
September 17, 1897 _ Henry Pollard - Elizabeth Holt
Baptist |

Thomas Holt - 1Isabella

Their Children

II. Elizabeth Alice - - - Married - - George William McGaffey
Born April 27, 1843 December 19, 1864 of Poweltown
Love Clough, Born Lyndon, VT
Lancashire, England Jamuary 7, 1833

Died June 20, 1933 at
Philipsburg, Pemnsylvania

One Child
III. Caroline Chase - Married - John Edgar Fryberger
Born June 27, Born February 7, 1870 at Bellfonte
Jarmuary 11, 1873 1900 Died April 30, 1927 at Philipsburg

Their Children

IV. George McGaffey Fryberger - Married - Nancy Evans Morton
Born about 1903 June 22, 1928 -
Live in Philipsburg Divorced 1954

Their Children
V. (1) Joan Evans - Born March 30, 1931

(2) Richard Norton - Born May 8, 1934
(3) Amne McGaffey - Born November 20, 1935
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ITI. Caroline Chase & John Edgar Fryberger (Continued)

IV. (1) Mary Louise Fryberger - Married - Walter Swoope
September 27, 1928

Their Children

V. (1) Alice Fryberger Swoope
(2) Elizabeth Nuttall Swoope

IV. (2) Alice Nuttall Fryberger - Married - Paul Douglas Millholland
Live in Dodds Ferry, NY November, 1930

Their Children

V. (1) Carol Douglas Millholland - Born May 17, 1936
(2) louise Nuttall Millholland - Born Jamuary 11, 1939
(3) Jane Allane Millholland - Born July 1, 1942

End of Alice Nuttall McGaffey's Descendants

Second Child of John Muttall and Elizabeth Pollard

ITI. Susama Nuttall - Married - John Oliver Todd
Born about 1845 When 15 years old
Their Children

III. Myrtle - Married - Andrew Hunter Alport
Lived in Warrington, VA and Ashville, NC

Their Children

IV. James Hobart Alport - Married - Frances Dufour
Their Children

V. (1) Frances Dufour Alport - Married - Charles Ellis

(2) Myrtle Todd Alport - Married - Wilbur Walter Smith
Corp. U.S.A. Divorced
(3) Elsie Dum Alport - Married - Harold Kingsly Bemnet
April 22, 1922
(4) Dele

IV. Susamma Nuttall Alport - Married - Bernard Elias

V. (1) Bernard Elias
(2) Sara Todd Elias
(3) Andrew Alport Elias
(4) William Siler Elias
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ITI. Susanna Nuttall and John Oliver Todd Children (Continued)
ITI. Myrtle and Andrew Hunter Alport Children (Continued)
IV. Susamma Nuttall Alport and Bernard Elias Children (Continued)
V. (5) Susamma Nuttall Elias - Married - Russian relative of
Countess Dublensky
(6) Elizabeth Usher Elias - Married - Jester Moneyman

III. Joln Oliver Todd, Jr. - Married - Effie Bacheler
Philipsburg

IV. (1) Walter Nuttall Todd - Married -
IV. (2) Edna Beatrice Todd - Married - Jolm D. Boyer

‘Their Children

V. (1) John D. Boyer, Jr.
(2) Thurlow Boyer
(3) Walter Richmond Boyer
IV. (3) Henrietta Todd - Married - George Griest

Their Children

V. (1) George Griest, Jr.
(2) Mary Catharine Criest

IV. (4) John Oliver Todd - Married - Evelyn Shultz
Their Children

V. (1) Joln Oliver Shultz, Jr.
(2) Christine Shultz

III. Fred Todd - Married - Helen Louise Zigler
Philipsburg

Their Children

V. (1) Frederick - a cripple - urmarried

III. Mary Waistle Todd - Married - Dr. L. E. Rupert of West Virginia
Lived in Florence, Colorado Died -

No children
III. Henry Willard Todd - Married - Clara Duross Lingle

Philipsburg about 1898 Born Jamuary 30, 1874
January 23, 1874
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II. Susamma Nuttall and John Oliver Todd Children (Continued)

% & 8

ITI.

Henry Willard Todd and Clara Duross Lingle Children (Continued)
Their Children

IV. (1) Wycliffe Lingle - Married - Amne McLaughlin
Born 1898

V. (1) Clara Atme - Married - James Robeson
Their Children
VI. (1) Kathleen

IV. (2) Henry - Married - Bernice Calahan
1899

V. (1) Hemry
Born, 1931

IV. (3) Elizabeth - Married - William France
Born 1902 Born 1898

V. (1) Mary Elizabeth
Born, 1930

(2) Sara Wynn
Born, 1932

(3) Wwilliam Jr.
Born, 1936

IV. (4) Mary - Married - Charles Justice
Born, 1918 Born, 1914
Lives in New Jersey
V. (1) Mary Susamma

Ethel Todd - Married - Dr. John William Faucette
Lived in Ashville, NC

IV. (1) John William Faucette, Jr. - Married - Margaret Leonea Roberts |
Dentist

V. (1) John Roberts Faucette E

IV. (2) Susarma - Married - Garrit Hendryk Den Brock
Divorced

V. (1) William Hendryk Den Brock
End of Todds
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Thomas Nuttall - Third child of John Nuttall
Was drowned when returning from a trip out West in 1868

Fourth Child of John Nuttall and Elizabeth Pollard
Martha Nuttall - Married - Jackson Taylor

Baptist Episcopalian
Born April 26, 1851 Born January 31, 1851
Died September 14, 1926 Died August 4, 1915

IIT. John Nuttall Taylor - Married - Neva Katharine Mercer
Presbyterian Died February, 1900
Born Aprll 9, 1873
Died July 11, 1919

IV. (1) Martha Walton Taylor
Born February 28, 1898
Umarried - Teaches at Cathedral School in Washington

John then married May Rothwell about 1905

IV. (2) Fred Rotlwell Taylor - Married - Dorothy Moore
February 22, 1907 She divorced him.

His second wife was Mary Dillon
V. (1) Fred Taylor, Jr.

V. (3) Jackson Taylor - Married - Ame Jeffords of Swarthmore

Born September, 1908
Graduate of Swarthmore

V. (1) John Nuttall Taylor
August 31, 1936
(2) Thomas Mayhew Taylor
March 10, 1941
(3) Avery Amme Taylor
August, 1944
Lec

IV. (4) Godfrey Nuttall Taylor - Married - Roberta.Cover
February 17, 1910 of Virginia
i¥4Hended Graduate-of Duke University

V. (1) Mary Martha Taylor
August 11 1941

(2) Je.ff&y Taylor
June 28, 1943

(3) Carter Cover Taylor
January 10, 1945

(4) Timothy Nuttall Taylor
April 18, 1948
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II. Martha Nuttall and Jackson Taylor (Continued)
III. John Nuttall Taylor & May Rothwell Taylor's Children (Continued)

IV. (1) Stanley Taylor - Married - Dorene Mitchel - Daughter
Born May 29, 1912 of Charles Mitchel, Illustrator
of Wallingford, PA

V. (1) Charles Mitchel Taylor '"Chipper"
May 27, 1942

(2) Rothwell Taylor 'Rusty"
June 4, 1945

(3) John Stanley Taylor
December 16, 1947

IV. (2) William Downam Taylor - Married - Christine Robinson
Graduate of Swarthmore

Quaker
Jarmuary 17, 1915 Quaker
Graduate of Swarthmore

V. (1) Judith Taylor
October 13, 1939

(2) Michael Downham Taylor
July 13, 1941

(3) Alice Taylor
July 14, 1944

(4) Twins - Christopher and Caroline (Died)
January 13, 1947

(5) William Andrew Taylor
February 13, 1949

(A1l of John's Children)

III. Mimmie Taylor - Married - Frederick Rainbow Raven

April 23, 1875 Born March, 1865

Died March, 1934 Died 1934
English Father, was an Episcopal
Minister

No Children

IIT. Ernest Jackson Taylor - Married - Mary Miller of Ohio
Episcopalian 'Jerry"
Born April 11, 1882
Died November 26, 1928 in Colorado
Graduate of Swarthmore College at 19

No Children
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II. Martha Nuttall and Jackson Taylor (Continued)

III.

Alice Taylor - Married - Marion Lindsey Dawson of Virginia

No Church

(1902)

Born July 15, 1884
Died June 7, 1945

V.

@

(2)

3)

%)

(5)

©)

Elizabeth Nuttall Dawson
Born May 30, 1904
Died July 23, 1923 of a thyroid operation

Marion L. Dawson, Jr. - Married - Mary Sally Pettiway of
Born 1905 Florida

Graduate of Ammapolis, 1927

Brig. General on February 1, 1954

V. (1) Thomas Nuttall Dawson
Born February 18, 1948

Taylor Dawson - Married - Clara Quimn
Born Jamary 22, 1906
Live in Brooksville, Florida

V. (1) James Taylor Dawson
February 24, 1936

John Dawson - Married - Eva Blanche Tidewell
Brooksville, Florida

V. (1) Jan Dawson
September 24, 1943

Thomas Raven Dawson - Married - Thelma Todd of Florida
Brooksville, Florida
Born June 13, 1925

V. (1) Diana Dawson
February 12, 1945

(2) Pamela Dawson
December 5, 1950

3

George Kirby Dawson
Graduate of Westtown and M.I.T., served in Korea
lst._Lieut. in Air Force. Pilot

End of Alice's Children
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II. Martha Nuttall and Jackson Taylor (Continued)

III. Andrew Ruffner Taylor - Married - Elizabeth Glascock of Washington

Born May 15, 1886 June, Now Principal of Intermediate
Died April 22, 1941 1922 School of The Cathedral School
No Church
IV. (1) Elizabeth Erskin Taylor - Married - Chester McLaughlin
Born August, 1923 Lawyer - Grandson of
Had a $1,200 Scholarship Samuel Williston,
to Wellesley College Head of Harvard Law

School and wrote many
of our law books.

V. (1) Margaret Elizabeth McLaughlin
Born August, 1951

IV. (2) Andrew Eustace Taylor - Married - Mariamma Bate of Essex Fells,

May 14, 1925 Sept. New Jersey
Now a Patent Lawyer 20, 1947
in Washington

V. (1) Andrew Eustace Taylor
Born July 4, 1948

(2) Brewster Beatty Taylor
Borm May, 1950

All of Andrew Taylor's Line

III. Grace Taylor - Married - William Daniel Himes
Quaker October No Church
Born February 26, 1910 Born July 19, 1887
4, 1888 Swarthmore Prep.
Swarthmore Prep. Swarthmore College - 2 Years
Swarthmore College - 2 Years

IV. (1) Catharine Wirt Himes - Married - Max Brunen Miller

No Church March 10, Born March 11, 1910
Born August 23, 1911 1933 Graduate Swarthmore College.
Graduate Swarthmore College His Grandfather was V.P.
of Swarthmore and an
astronomer

V. (1) Joln Anthony Miller '
Born in LaHavre, France September 21, 1936
Shows signs of being a scientist.

(2) Daniel Alexander Miller

Born August 4, 1938
Wants to be a hotel man.
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II. Martha Nuttall and Jackson Taylor (Continued)
III. Grace Taylor and William Daniel Himes (Continued)
IV. (1) Catharine Wirt Himes and Max Brunen Miller (Contirmued)

V. (3) Catharine Amanda Miller
Born January 14, 1942

(4) William Perring Miller
Born January 25, 1947

IV. (2) Elizabeth Nuttall Himes - Married - David E. Winebremner, III

Reformed Reformed

Born March 5, 1915 Born November
George School & Mercersburg & Yale
Swarthmore College A camner of Hanover

V. (1) David Edwin Winebrenner, IV
Born September 13, 1941

(2) John Taylor Winebrenner
Born October 26, 1943

(3) Kristin Wirt Winebrenner
Born October 23, 1945

(4) Elizabeth Himes Winebrenner
Born Jaruary 18, 1950

IV. (3) William Himes V - Married - Dorothy Millwee of San Antonio
Born March 5, 1917 Born June 19, 1916
George School
2 Years Haverford College
Captain in Air Force
World War II Pilot

V. (1) Elizabeth Taylor Himes
September 6, 1945

(2) William D. Himes, Jr.
June 14, 1948

IV. (4) Laurence Taylor Himes - Married - Virginia Muller of
Born December 15, 1919 Oct. 6, West Orange, NJ
Graduate of George 1942 Born October 14, 1920
School, Washington &
Lee University; Dickenson
Law School
Pilot - 1lst. Lieut. R.A.F. and U.S.A. wings

V. (1) Laurence Taylor Himes, Jr.
Born May 6, 1945
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ITI. Martha Nuttall and Jackson Taylor (Continued)
IITI. Grace Taylor and William Daniel Himes (Continued)
IV. (4) Laurence Taylor and Virginia Muller Himes (Continued)

V. (2) George Andrew Himes
Born March 5, 1947

(3) Margaret Gerard Himes
Jarmary 7, 1950

End of Grace Taylor's Line

IIT. Thomas Rothwell Taylor - Married - Mary Osgood of Hammonton, New Jersey

No Church June, Born October 19, 1891
Born April 22, 1890 1916 Died December, 1973
Died August, 1958 Graduate of Swarthmore College

Graduate of Swarthmore Prep.
and Swarthmore College.

In Goverrment nearly all his
life, was a Colonel in World
War II. Lives in Washington.

IV. (1) Thomas Osgood Taylor - Married - Patricia Lum of Washington
Born November 17, 1921 April 13, Born May 1, 1922
Graduate of 1943 Graduate of Swarthmore, 1944
Swarthmore College
1st ILieut. in Marines World War II
Guadalcanal and Okinawa Campaigns

V. (1) Thomas Rothwell Taylor - Married - Leah Hawkins of
Born February 4, 1945 Washington, D.C.

(2) Paul Lum Taylor - Married - Sandra Salveter
Born May 21, 1948

(3) Caroline Preston Taylor
Born July 6, 1951

(4) Samuel Osgood Taylor - Married - Susan Stork
Born November 4, 1952

(5) Mary Elizabeth Taylor
Born December 5, 1956

IV. (2) Jackson Taylor 'Jerry"
Born May 13, 1925
Graduated Woodrow Wilson High School and Swarthmore College.
Was lst. Lieut. in Air Force (Navigator).
Flew 50 missions over Germany.
.Ummarried - works for National Cash Register Co.
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John Nuttall - Married - Second Wife - Amme Nuttall (widow of a

5 3

Thomas Nuttall)
They had one child.

Laurence William Nuttall - Married - Katharine DuBree
Born September 17, 1857 Nov. 11, Born January 27, 1860

Center County j P Pr 1884 Died August 30, 1930
Died October 16, 1933
San Diego
III. Jolm - Married - Linnie Vance
Born Sept. April 14, Morgantown, West Virginia
1885 1908

IV. (1) John Nuttall - Married - Dorothy Funk

Born Sept. 2, 1909 San Diego, California
Died June 28, 1952 Borm June 6, 1912
Died

V. (1) Dorothy Lee Nuttall
Born April 2, 1938

(2) Stephanie Arm NMuttall
Born February 24, 1942

END OF ALL JOHN NUTTALL'S LINE



JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO waY  FBbruary 8th 1959

SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA

My Dear Martha;
Ve are so sorry to hear ffom CGrace ghat you have a sprailned

ligament to tie you down, but we hope 1t will heal quickly and that you can
enjoy a trip to Texas soon.
As to my second volumn there 1s no such thing but I guess I talked around i:
enough circles to maybe glve such an impression; whagt I am now sending to y
is only a continuation of this first part of my letter.
4 couple of weeks ago I started off fine but when I stopped to read it over
I found there was entirely too much me and too much trivia and threw it out
vhen I pondered the question I realized that there 1s very little that I
could say which would be of any interest to anybody but to you and Grace am
myself; we three have mental pictures of Whitcombs Boulder and such places
as a background or stage setting to act as 1llustrations for whatever may b
said. To all other people without the mental pilctures,every incident will
fall pretty flat a nd seem rather pointless; also there was not enough of
general interest to form any sequence for any kind of story.
In the pages which I send, I have tried to sort of scrape fhe bottom of the
barrel so to speak, to tell those things that happened before the memory of
you and Grace, my memory belng three years older than Grace's; there seems
no point in telling you things you already know or that you remember.
The enclosure 1s simply a letter to you two for your momentary possible
enjoyment and worthless beyond that, therefore I did not bother to make any
carbon copy of it. You can show it to Grace and then it has served its
purpose, but she will likely want to put it in with her general memorabilia.
Thanks to you and Grace for offering to pay for copies of my booklet;
that has been charged to my greatgrandchildren if such there may be, and the

few egtra copiles that were made up cost hardly anything additional.



JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO WAY
SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA

Inasmuch as you sald wilth apparent truthfulness that you wished nothing to b
changed or omitted from my first pages I complied with your request; there
are éome pages I would like to rewrite for betterments but I decided to
devote that energy and time to writing new pages.

In following your request to write everything that came to mind, I do think
that there 1s a whole ]Jot of no value whatever and so many statements that
ought to be cut out if ever you should decide to do any mimeographing.

A few years ago Grace told me that Stobart was the man drowned at Nuttall ar
I claimed that he was not; while in Texas she dropped a card to again tell
me that I was wrong in my account; maybe she is right but I know of no way
that we can find out whom 1is right or wrong. To avoid any trouble I would
like to cut out that entire episode, since it is auestionable and wish you
would do so unless you have any good reason for leaving 1t as it is.

We both send our love to all of you i

>



Page 1
This is being written in response to the request of Martha
Taylor and Crace Himes that I tell whatever remembrances I might have of
the people, the events,and the daily lives of the citizens of Nutbtallburg
in its early days.
As soon as John Nuttall got this mine géing in 1873 he had W.H.Holland as
bankboss, Fred Rothwell as store manager and hls own son-in-law Jackson
Taylor as Wookkeeper, all four of them born in England, which fact drew a
lot of English miners.
four

Within another year there were fowe distinctive groups working for him;
The native citlzens who lived up on top known as the mountain folks, the
colored people wio lived down at the bottom, the four German families who
also lived at the bottom but who were tightly knit with their own customs
and living hablits, and the Englishmen.
The Germans Zwilling, Kossuth, Nordstrom and Matson worked only lohg enough
about 20 years, to save up enough money to buy and equip a farm on top,
everybody else remaining in the mines all the way through.
Matson bought a farm across Fern creek back of the Taylors summer residence
Homefield, and became the buteher for the neighborhood as a side occupation
while Nordstrom bought next to him and Zwilling found what he ggiizga a
1xttle farther back on the turnpike.
All of the white workers also wanted to own thelr own home on top which
almost of them did acquire slowly, but they wanted only a small place for
their old age when they could no longer do any hard work. They first bought
from 5 to 15 acres from the farm of a nétive citizen or from J.N. ag $1 an
acre, then during their working years they gradually got a house built,
a garden?igggg up, frult trees chickens cow and horse and stable.

J.N. was bitter a gainst saloons or drinking and whenever he sold a man

a plece of surface he exacted a promise that they would never dallow a saloo

on that land; those men kept thelr promises and since the native citlzens

were also apposed to drinking there never was any saloon.
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tiowever 1t had to be admitted that all C ermans consildered beer as tsf\
necessary to life and the four German families were allowed to order a keg‘\
of beer every payday but they had to keep it quket and strictly to themselve
Another concession to the Germans was a long fat roll of Bolgna carrled by
the store, a queer concoction that nobody else would t Mnk of even tastding.
The colored people only ten years out of slavery were very courteous,honest
industrious and re liglous and they enjoyed life far more than anybady else;
they qulckly got J.N. to asslst them in building a church, buying music and
instruments for a band, then a bullding for a lodge.
Only three of them ever established thelr own home on top; tley were having
too much fun ;E the community life at the bottom for one thing but the main
reasoy was that they could not resist the temptations of the store and never
could save up any money.
The rear end of t he church was on the ground but it was so steep that ths
front end was six feet above ground and every payday the church would hold
a festlval unkrneath their church, to ralse a few more dollars against theirx
debt. Since J.N. was the creditor he cooperated by ordering a bunch of
bananas and a freezer of icecream which he assigned to the church at cost
for them to sell at retall and the store then redeemed what was left over.
The women would bake cakes ples and cookies and all children white or black
got a dime to spend aﬁ these festivals which were largely and principally a:
excuse for a soclal gathering; 1t was maybe 1898 before the de bt was flnall
paid off, leaving no goéd excuse for any mggﬁﬁ%ggtivals.
Preacher Hubbard was a miner six days a week and ccntent with the Sunday
collection plate as compensation for his sermon.
When the Keeneys Creek branch railroad was assured at the end of:gggé and

Fred Rbbhwell certain of his lease, he sent for hbs brother Herbert to come

to Nuttallburg and learn how to take Fred's place as store manager.



It was 1895 before Fred could spare one oif lis maw houses for ms '«
bachelor quarters, then J.N. started a house for himself 100 yards up the *
hollow back of Fred's store and moved into it at the end of that same year.
Thls house was the same as all other houses except a little larger with 8
rooms, everythling perfectly square with no trimmings offsets or extras, but
when J.N. drew up his will the lawyer apparently wishing to flatter hinm,
referred to thls ho :se as being a mansion.

Fred's house was wnat you might expect for a bachelor, a bearskin rug besid
his bed, two foxskins hanging over the back of a chair,a coonhide and pair
of Kawk wings tacked to the wall, three English pictuares bf a racehorse a
trotter and of a coach drawing up to an inn.In one cormer was his English
saddle,also higﬁgridle, while on his table were pipes and tobaccos;he also
bought a fine riding horse and a blooded English bulldog.

One day when a man admired the dog and Fred remarked that the dog could lic
his weight in wildcats, a third man whose dogs had once tackled a wildcat,
disputed that statement with tﬁé?iésult that a cat amd dog fight was announ
ed to be staged on the coming Fourth of July. This fight drew a crowd such
as had not been seen since the old public hangings which had been abolished
or rather, transferred to the privacy of the state pernitentiary.

In the early days murderers were publicly hung in the county in which the
murder had occurred, as 1t was thought that the sight of the terrible penal
ty sould be a forceful reminder that man must not kill his fellowmen, and
the hanging ought to be a good deterrent.

Those hangings were the biggest events of any year or of a lifetime for the
ciltizens who flocked to Fayetteville to camp in the surrounding woods or ol
fields. Even if a man felt that he himself needed no reminder of the laws,
he would pack up and go because the sight might be a good lesson to nis wif
and children.Instead of being a deterrent those hangings maybe worked adver
ly; if spectators saw two wicked men fighting,they were slow to interfere

because if they stopved the fight,then the whole county would be deprived c
the fun of the gathering and seeing the victor hung.



The man who had differed with Fred, trapped a wildcat on Brackens
Creek and Fred bullt a platform enclosed with chickenwire, for the big figh
The dog had all the couragg?%ad claimed but did not have enough room for hi
tactics of circling, running in then backing off; too often, when he wished
to back off, he got stoppred by the chickenwire behind him.
Wwhen 1t became evident that the cat would be the winner, thex men used stic
on hand for that purpose, to pin the combatants in & corners, then callead
the dog out. Next Fourth they would build a larger arena on the ground to
give the dog a fair chance, but the women hollered and 1t had to be called
off, therefore Fred directed hls energles into organizing a big celebration
to be held at Winona on the next Fourth. |
Palrs of men were stood up to have their ad pining legs tied up in one sack
for a three legged race; they had wheelbarrow races with a man of approxi-
mately 150 pounds for a load; a well greased tall pole with a free mmm tied
to the top and an equally greasy big free to its catchér, while the women
had a race with a potato on a tablespoon.
Another big feature was the Nuttallburg band proving the benefits of long
practise and inborn enthusilasm,
Having so few opportunities for any celebration the people made the most of
what they did have, and the Fourth was a big day with fireworks everywhere,
and at one time my father heard of and ordered a paper balloon for me.
This balloon when unfolded was seven feet high and five feet wide with a
basket six inches in diameter packed with excelsior soaked in some chemical
which, when ignited, filled the ballooﬁ with a gas to carry it up.
At dushk we set it off to soar about 1500 feet which put it some 500 feet
above the top of the normal ground above the canyon; the populace had seen
pictures and read of real ballioons but had never heard of a small paper
balloon, therefore when that thing was seen high up in the air, all eyes

it
transferred thmixikixg to the brailn as being a real balloon, appearing smal

because so high above ground.
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Next morning there were a lot of startling reports; one man reported
ondy that a big balloon had passed across iest Virginia; another reported
that the basket was so brightly lighted that he could see a lot of people
leaning over the edge looking down; another report was that, as the balloon
passed 1t caught aflre and one man jJjumped out with his clothes allézégggé
This last report was no doubt a slivér of the bufning excelsior falling off;
Next morning the balloon was found to have drifted down to land at Firecree:
seven miles upriver, after its fuel had all burned out.

Going back to t h e public hanging gatherings, all farm wageéns had bracket:
on the side boards; the farmers cut hickory withes about twelve feet long
to be bent above the wagonbed with each end pushed down into a brackei on
the two opposing sides, then bought the big canvass top to be throw over th:
framework and tied on the sides to the brackets.

The canvass was long enough to be pulled together at the ends, xxmxgzzzﬂzz
replica of the covered wagons of the West except smaller; when the wagonbed

was fllled with sweet hay, the family had a snug abode inside for rainy or

for chilly weather, also for sleeping at night.

It was about 1877 when J.N. married Martha Blume, maiden daughter
of Jake Blume whom J.N. had appointed verbally to be his land agent, and he
brother Charley was then given a Job as clerk in the Nuttallburg store, in
charge of that corner where they sold medicines, tobaccos, spices, all
bottled goods and he had access to the bunch of bananas hanging on his
boundary line. Some fifteen years later his eyesight began to fail; 1f you
made a five cent purchase and tendered a three cent piece he would presume
it was a dptme and givé you a nlckel in change;this bonanza lasted a whole y

or maybe longer until Herbert Eothwell the manager heard about ite and
put a pair of specs on the mother lode.

Unclee Charley had dreams of making bigger money than the salary of a
clerk, and one day he read in the Pennsylvanla Grit about how goats could

live and multiply on almost any kind of food, to produce hides and meat wit

no expense to the owners of the goats



The Grit beling almost the only publication with features and pictures
was very popular all through West Virginla, almost the only publication to
which the masses subscribed.

Uncle Charley bought two pairs of goats which he turned loose under the clif
after putting a gate across the bottom of the ramp over which the county roa
got from the top of the cliffs to the bottom. This gate was against the law
but nobody filed any complaint, because they were a2ll interested in this
profect and curious to see how it would work out.

The goats did multiply, but there was no way to have any round-up in that
jungle of boulders fallen tree vines and bushes; the terrain was so nearly
impassable that a man could not even carry a goat out of there if he shot it
so the gate was removed and the goass allowed to disperse for anybody to
catch or shoot them if they wished to do so, one by one as seene.

About 1896 Uncle Charley read an ad about some land for sale agrggzz Royal
Xxpixxa Virginia, with real gold in its soll,free for the panning; this
sounded too good to be true but the owner wfote back an absolute é%rantee ar
Uncle Charley went to investigate and found the claim to be perfectly true.
Ignoring the pleadings of everybody at Nuttallburg, he could not pass up thi
opportunity to make bilgger money and ®s invested all he had,to buy that old
farm. It was true enough that the sandy soil contained gold but he and his
only child George had to work a long hard day to pan a dollars worth of golc
they then had to try to mike a living by farming but it was poor soil for
that, andxsank his sister Martha had to support him from her #5000 annual
stipend until CGeorge became old endugh to take over.

The sand of our seashores contains thé same gold, not enough to bpe worth

the costs of obtaining it, but there is gold in it, slright.

One of the things that George did in his attempt to make a living was the
selling of cook books; he came to Nuttallburg in 1209 for this purpose in~

2909 and we still have one of his books.



The store at Nuttallburg with its large center customer space anda
stove in the middle was the heart of the village for social gathering as wel
as for window s lopping looking at the treasures which someday we might be
able to buy; the pocket knives, watches, rings, stickpins, cuff buttons,
shotguns,rifles, shirts and neckties.

Everybody gathered to awalt the sorting of the mail from the west which
arrived at 6.45 P.M., the postoffice being in the corner of the store oppo-
site Charley Blume's corner, with father as the official posgmaster.
He served under Hayes,Garfield and Arthur, should have been displaced by a
democrat when Cleveland got elected but nobody else applied for the Jjob, so
he served on through Harrlson; when Clevgland‘yﬁg elected the second time 1ir
1893, a mountain man applied and got theljgb;;nd;the government gave him a
1ittle buillding down by the statlon as vostoffice,finally discontinued not
until 1957,
The store designated one day a month to be Mountain day, another Nuttallbury
day and the third as Keeneys Creek day; all orders placed on these days
would be delivered free to the hoﬁes, by wagon and teams hired from the
native citizens on top. All women from each locality would come to spend th
day at the store on their designated day, bringing with them anyt hing of
theilr own handiwork of which they were proud, a shawl, bonnet, pair of knit.
ted gloves or a new baby to display and receive admirations, and they would
cheerfully give thelr friends instructions on how they could produce the
same thing themselves.
With a covered porch running clear across the front of the store, and the
large insilde area, there was enough room even on rainy days, and 1f a clerk
laid three bolts of curtain mater2al on the counter for Mrs Louls Meadows
six other women could have the fun of helping to choose the best bolte.
There was a day when a Keeneys Creek woman cduld not come and sent her ord
by her little boy; she could nelther wrilte nor spell intelligibly and the
clerks could make nothing out of one item excert that it sald one yard of
pork. Herbert told it of John that when he was packing her order into boxes

for the delivery wagon,he filled that item of the order by sending three
pickled pigs feet.



John began clerking in the store about 1893 when he was turning 20
and became manager in September 1897 when Fred died and Herbert went up to
become manager of Fred's mine.

The store had a lot of customers and netted around $15000.00 a year; they
charged only the same markup used by the competitive city stores but forged
ahead by haﬁing no sales or bargaln days which were unnecessary because of
no competition., If a betterment in some article would immedlately make the
old stock obsolete, the city stores had to rurry up with a sale of the old
stock at cost to get rid of it; the company stores did not order the new
thing until all of the old had been sold at the regulation price.
The cgéllar of the store was an intriguing dark dungeon with stone walls and
iron bars across its two unwashed windowmns which were under the porch; ther:
were casks, kegs, barrels and hogshead of vin%er,syrup, pickled pigs feet,
salt pork, the sowbelly that made all vegetables so tasty, dill pickles,
Kerosene and lard oil. There were hins for potatoes, apples, onions turnips
and cabbages, with the Bologna and hams hanging from nails, with Harvey
Pierce as handyman to go dawn and get the orders for those things below.
When the Taylors bought the old Alex lMcVey homestead to become a
summer home for the Taylors seven children, in September 1894,uncle Jacxson
thereafter rode horseback to and from his days work but John Walked.
My parents had a sense of gullt because I was an only child with no playmat
and they eased their conscience by allowing me unusual freedom in visiting
with no regard for the convenlence or the wishes of the hosts; I spent so
much of my time visiting the Taylors that I felt we were all one family
burdened with a superfluous extra palr of parents to watch and to curb us.
p at Homefidad in summer, John would read to all of us for an hour right
after supper, one of the books being David Harem; at the end of the hour he

would lay that book aside and pick up the Bible to start the eveninggprayer



.......

sfter reading a random chapter, ve would all get on our knees, put our
hands over our closed eyes and lay our heads and rands on the seat of our
cihrairs; Andrew, six months younger than me, and I would use an opening betw
two fingers to keep one eye on Ernest who was always at his best in prayer.

It Jomsaid anything that could be mi micked or pantomimed Ernest would do
giggling that cou{ﬁ be only partially

so and set Andrew and me into dmugiterxtietzrrmidxiperemeenteironiyoattis

concaaled;

SUIRRFS LA ATRIARBRR LBz 2e20AnYZ when We heard a distant cat, Ernest twisted

his 1lips into such unmistakeable meows that you could almost hear them.

Whenever aunt Martha looked around to reprove us, Ernest always had his ege
in communion with God, '

tightly shut/ leaving Andrew and me as the only heathen offenders.

When the C&0 was being surveyed, the grade ran into a large
boulder two miles downriver below Nuttall, too big to chew up with the equi
ment of that day, but they were able to shift the grade to brush the upper
edge of it. In a past age the river had washed out und er the lower side of
it,a space, where about eight men could get good shelter from the elements;
and a quarter mile downriver the C&0 had a watertank beside Ferm Creek wher
the freights and local passenger trains filled their tenders with pure wate
J.N. bought all the watershed of Fer n Creek with only Stroud and Judy livi
on it and their houses were too far back to drain into 1it, therefore its
water was always pure and its virgin woods kept it from drying up in fall.
Tramps soon learned that the under side of Whitcombs Boulder was a good pla
to spend the night and it promptly became a hangout for them; it was named
in honor of the chief engineer of the survey.

A couple of tramps held up a vedestrian one day and threatened another one,
then we got garbled reports about dead bodies found at Whitcombs Boulder, s
that 1t became a fearsome place, especlally after dark.

The C&0 had a trackwalker who patrolled from Sewell to Hawksnest every nigb

a 20 mile round trip but easy enough to do in ten hours; the patrol was to

gee 1f amgy tree or rock or slide might have rolled on to the track in this

steepest stretch of the whole New River canyon.
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rhe trackwa ker did not 1like Whitcombs Boulder any more than other people
and he carrled a pistol. on his lonely walk; one night upon his return, arriv
ing at Nuttall about 4,350 A.M. he stretched out on the ground to lower his
head to get a drink from a spring directly below the Taylor house,and his
pistol dropped from the shoulder holster, the hammer hitting a rock to kill
him instantly. Another argiaent that 1t seldom pays to carry a pistol.
in the fall of 1894
My first governess/was a Miss Parks from Cottonhill, nine miles down-
river and since she and John Taylor enjoyed each other's company to a normal
degree, he would often go down to Cottonhill on #13 Sunday afternoon, after
her term had expired, then walk back home after supper since the upriver
evening local train did not run on Sundays.
Once a month on a Saturday Fred Rothwell woild take the Keeneys Creek hack
down to the Keeneys Creek station to catch #13 to go to Charleston for the
Kinght Templar or Shrine meetings, sleep until noon Sunday then take # 2
home Sunday evening. Fayette was a flag stop for the county seat and Fred
would get off the fast train at Fayette then walk to Nuttall to spend the
night with his brother Herbert who occupied the room on the second floor of
the store, formerly occupied by both of them before Fred went to hls mine.
is Fred was approaching Whitcombs boulder upon one of his returns, he got ti
idea that it being such pretty weather John would likely have gone down to
Cottonhill and whould be coming along any minute now; peering around the
Boulder and seelng no filre then goling on down to make sure there were no
tramps undefffhat night, Fred sat down by the track to wait for John.
When he did soon hear John coming, he got behind a smaller boulder to prote
him from any possible pistol, having the idea that if he pretended at first
to be a tramp, Joh» would be doubly glad to have his company when he learne
that: it was only Fred and no tramp. |
as Fred told it
When John came abreast Fred yelled "hands up" with a disguised voilce, but/h

did not get John's company; John arrived home ahead of Fred.



Starting in 19208 when I so often wa ked past Whitcombs Boulder on m:
way to or from Fayettevilile, I seldom saw any traunp, because the C20 had
stopped using the Fern Creek watertank except for the shifters that handled
the coal mine cars, or an emergency for through trains.

One morning when starting for Fayetteville, I was well on my way when I dis-
covered that my Collie was followlng me and since he refused to be driven
back I had to yleld to hin, then he jJjoyfu-ly ran éhead. The roar of the rivs
drowned out the rattle of a train coming downgrade dolng no puffing and if
the ditch was too muddy I walked on the end of the ties; as we were passing
Whitcombs Boulder I felt the quiver of an approaching train and hopped off
calling a warning to my dog. He stopped to look around but the train was toc
close for him to Jjump off and he declded to outrun it which he almost did;
the train had sloﬁed to gg miles for the sharp turn at that place and the
Collie was going about 20. VWith his heavy coat of wool and the collision
being at about 15 miles per hour, the cowcatcher tossed him well below the
track but did not kill him.
When I went down to him, I was much surprised to find five cryde graves and
I thought 1t no wonder that the place had a bad name; after a lot of enquir;
I learned that the formgﬁgsection gang had been commandeered by the county
to bury all bodies fogyd at that place that had no identification.
One was a tramp wlho E&i his head cut off when he slipped or stumbled in
getting on or off some freight; another was a tramp found dead of natural
causes as he slept under the Boulder; another was the body of somebody drow
ed upphaver and washed ashore xthat this bend, and I forget the other two.
If you have a desire for any skulls you can probably find them abdut 40 fee
below the track and about 200 feet west of the Boulder, at the only place
close by,wnhere there was enough ground for flve graves.

disturbance
In thls same summer of 1895 Johrhad another Bikkhiiikk when uncle Ceorge

Mcgaffey came to Nuttall to see t e new braanch railroad.



At the point where the upper grade of the branch had to make a sharp turn
from the canyon around into the Keeneys Creek hollow there was a promiaaat
sharp ridge with a Eégg deep hollow on each side; the cumve was made in the
deep cut through the ridge with a high bridge on each side of the cut.

John and Herbert took uncle George for a walk up to the blg bridge and as
they stood in the middle of 1t enjoying the view up and down the canyon the
the untll
shifter came through/cut unseen/it was at the end of the bridge and because
of the sharp curve the englneer had been unable to see then.
To get out of/agg immediately, the first thought of John was to hang from the
end of the tie he was standing on, with a 30 foot drop on to rocksbelaw him
if his grip gave out; The other two decided to outrun the shifﬁggiggx'uncle
George succeeded in doing but Herbert saw he could not make it and had to
take the risk of clearing a five foot space to land on the hillside on the
upper side of the bridge. Herbert just did clear that space and grab a bush
to keep him from sliding down through that space to the rocks below, but he
had such a close call that he never again was able to waik across any bridge
or trestle except in utteﬁiigziix:

My second governess was Edith Stobart of Meachums River,Va who started
of f alright but in the middle of the term her brother got drowned and she
wept all the rest of her term to make us all most uncomfortable; we feared t
say anything or it might start her off again.

Her bpother was riding downgrade on a handcar in Virginla too fast to make &
curve and it Jjumped the track pimning him face down in the ditch which had

1ittle more than a foot of water in it but that was enough to drown himjxxi:
YaszAabprLzHarenZoLZ3 8962872 8PZ XXX 0XNEAXSeenxeonpictedzonztbezaspathzs2d ez
Znz2894 When they were at work on the south side one of the engineers asked
me one afternoon where could he find my father, that he wanted to borrow his

boat which he had for botanlzing on the south side. I took him to the ofrfics

then coaxed until my father gave his consent for me to go along for the rid:c

but the engineer did not want me; he had a long letter from his girl which

he wished to enjoy all alone as the boat drifted with the current.



Below the Xpm tipple, a great mass of boulders dammed the river to
such extent that only a portion of the down current could get through; the
current coming downstream hugged the north bank to hit the dam a trifle
sidewlise and fully half of the current, unable to get through the boulders
got shimted aside to create a current upstream to the top of the long pool.
The boat tied at the mouth of Short Creek at the upper end of the pool could
be pushed into the down current for a free ride until cloee to the rapids,
then a few good strokes on the oars would put it into the up current to xdri
on up to the top of the pool where the down current would get ahold of it,
for a 20 minute free ride enjoying the scenery.

The engineer persuaded me that I would have more fun exploring up Short Cree
then in the boat, pushed 1t into the down cmrrent then began reading his
letter; trees and boulders hid the near side of the river from the village
and it was Mr Tully up at the drumhouse who happened to be looking down at
the river when he saw what appeafed to be a boat shot up into the air in the
rapids and something like a man fall out éf it.
The engineer had failed to pull over in time and had been drawn into the
raplds of the dam and of course father supposed I was with him; they could
find no bodies there or downriver, and I got a warm welcome When I showed ur
for supper.
They sent for a diver to see if he could find the body which had evidently
become jamnmed between two of tThe rocks, but the diver got jJjammed too and
they could not pull him loose; they then blasted to get what they could of
either body but I remember nothing as to what they did get, as I was not
allowed to go near the river for the next year or so.

The public school had a term of only five months with a teacher of dublou:
ability, therefore my parents and the Taylors had to have a governess and
my third one was Annie Austin of Lewisburg who stayed two years; it must har

been a sore trial for two strange women to be under each others feet every

hour for nine months e«



]

In the fall of 1893, the public school had a good teacher, Letha
Fuddleston and we all attended her school and I think that the parents paid
her to stay on for the remaining four months of a normal school term.

Whom the Taylors may have had for governess after that year I cannot recall
except Neva Mercer and maybe she was the only one; she was loved by everybo
and so thoroughly caéngenial that if they did get her as early as the fall
of 1894 thay would never have wanted anybody else after that first year.

I can clearly remember being very envious of the Taylors and of keeping
myself informed as to when Neva might take them for a walk, so that I could
be on hand not only for the walk but for the honor of it coming my turn to
be taken by the hand to walk beside her for a spell.

A walk in spring or summer was a Joy to a child because of the mass of wild
flowers that could be gatheredj all of them growing to unusual size in the
rich soil of the canyon and encouraged by the max millions of rocks which
would absorb the heat of the sun then hold it well into the nighte.

There were trilliums, Jjack-in-thespulpits, anemonies, hepaticas,violets of
a dozen kinds including the large dogtooth, bloodroot,the wild carrot calle
Jueen Annes lace, the wild onion called a ramp,red paint brush, phlox,aster
and something along the tracks called bread & butter, wild iris amd fully a
dozen other things the names of which I never knew or have now forgotten.
Nature was also prodigal in its food but strangely so many of the store —
houses were in definltely limited narrow belts not close together; persimmo
grew all along the riverbank at exactly highwater mark, then nowhere else
until you got back to the turnpike. Pawpaws grew in a narrow belt that ran
through our village and nowhere else except a few along the creek on top;
elderberries grew only along the tramroad; huckleberries in profusion all
along the top of the cliffs hut none in the canyoﬁ; chinquapins along the
top of the little ridge 200 yards back of the cliffs, a grove of a dozen

black walnut trees on top over next to Fern Creek; chestnuts plentiful on

top but none in the canyon.



The only wild strawberry patch large enough to be worth visiting was at
shitcombs Boulder, where you could get a pint of fully ripe berries at each
visit in season; the wild rasvberry, known as thlmbleberry grew in odd pate:
of two to five bushes, abt random, blackberries everywhere, followed in seas
by the dewberries which grew on groundrunning vines, almost the same berry
but seedler, smaller and not quite so sweet.

The wlld grapes and larger scarcer fox grapes, sweefened instead of damaged
by the first hard frost, grew where you could find them after scouting; ple:
of beechnuts but it consumed three calories of energy to obtain two calorie
of nut from those misshapen tough shells.
In the canyon fhere viere only three butternut trees that I knew and no hick:
auts; the cliffs were a most definite boundary line for so many things,with
plenty of teaberries and groundrunning partridge berries , some hazelnuts o
top but none below; arbutus on top but none in the canyon. Lightning never
struck below the cliffs, no rattlesnakes and only rarely did a bird of prey
including the owls, ever make a visit below the cliffs,then hurried back up
Nature would almost support a familly if it settled down then roamed arou
to locate the scatfered food sources and there was plenty of meat and fish
addition to the nuts berries and fruits.
In the booklet I told of how they caught wild tur:.eys; they dug pits to cat
their bears, laying rotten branches across the top then scattering leaves o
the branches to completely hide the hole then sole balt susvended from the
limb of a tree directly above the hole. The Allegheny black bears were not
the kind you dream about,- they were only about 24 feet high and 4 feet lon
for food, greas
but valuable to the ploneers as a principa} source of fats, axizzgzease
for leather or axles and tallow for candles or for socap. The woods had so
much underbrush that it was difficult to get a s hot at a bear and if you 4
shoot one, you would likelly have a long way to carry those 200 pounds back

home therefore many pioneers dug a pit near their cabin not only for the

short c
arry but also Closeby where they could look at it fegularly.
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| At the east edge of the Geo &lderson farm the turnpike passed right
beside a cliff about 15 feet high known as Spy Rock which is the eastern and
northern corner of the Fayette rock seam, 1t having been cut and undermined
by Keeneys Creek to the east and by a fork to the north, so that it is no

except under the higher hills.
more beyond this point{ Some lmaginative writing traveler on the tdﬁpike
wrote an article about his journey and gave this cliff its name of Spy Rock
falsely stating that Indians and then pioneers used 1t as a lookout station.
Standing on thils rock a man as a lookout would be easy picking for anybody
hidden in the surrounding woods, nor could he as a lookout see anything at
all but a dense mass of tree tops tkhat hid every trail and every foot of
or private

ground, also ewry stream.The name had appeal and all stagecoach/travelers
who spen8 a night at the Alderson tavern would walk over to Sp¥ Rock before
or after supper and it became a famous turnpike landmark on a Par with iggﬁ.
About 500 yards south of Spy Rock at the base of the cliffs was Turkey Spri:
the most ideal spa that a turkey could ever hope to find, with a good flow
water and a nice pool scratched out for bathing. The cliff was too high for
any wildeat or fox to pounce on them from above and the ground dropped off
below too steeply for any pouncing from below; it takes a turkey several
seconds to get its heavy body clear of the ground when alarmed but at this
spring all they need do was to spread thelr wings and Jump out over the ste
descent of the ground which started at the edge of the pool. When the first
ploneer discovered t:is spring he had easy plcking to slip unseen and unhes
to the top of the cliff and shoot down; when Alderson cleared the lands abc
and the turkeys became killed or scared off the viater flow dwindled and ths
pool began filling up so that when I saw it there was not so much left of :
About 400 yards down the steep hillside to the north from Spy Rock there 1i:
a most unexpected and unusuval crevice, with trees‘and bushed growing up to

and overhanging the edges so that if dogtrotting downhill one could easily

step right over and fall into it if not watching closely.
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sees ago This northwest fark of Keeneys Creek cut through o expose the
face of a rock sean wnich I guess to be the same seam which is a river pali-
sade at Cottonhill, below Hawkanest. A sectlon of 4'h}.s seam hxmka about 13
feet wide and 100 feetb long broke loose at the eastern edge aﬁd siipped mayo
15 feet away but stuck there and during the many centuriles, soil built up to
entirely cover and smooth over the Aiffs leaving a crevice about 15 feet wid
ang 15 feet high and 50 feet long with a rather steeﬁ eastern descent into 1
Wwhen Geo Alderson discovered this crevioe which had a goqd spr;ng in it, he
put a gate across the descent and used the crevice to isoléte é;y féfm anime
such as a cow.that was about to calve; he could take a sled 1oad of hay dow1
to toss it over into the creyice. . N
‘Having slaves to do the work, ﬁlderson had two bear pits and oae day when a
‘slave reported a young doe in one of the plts they tied it up and took it t
the crevice since they were not then needing any venisonJ See ‘back of page.

.,..--—ﬂ_— .

when the courtinD season came along, two bucks had no trouhle jumninD the

sate downhill To ged into the crevice but eould not jumv 1t back uphlll.

1 have heard that story told of another man in another place but such a thi
could easily have occurred in rany places and Alderson did have a perfect
setup for it. During the Ccivil War both responsible and irresponsible bands
of soldiers would come along the turnpike commandeering or stealing the stc
of the settlers and Whenever a stagedriver told Alderson of such a band be:
on the road he had a perfect place to hide s stock.

A.J.Witherow had a gristmill on Keeneys creek at the Chestnutburg ro.
ford and when J.N.bought his patent and started the branch lir Witherow bou
land away back on Meadow Rlver close to the Rader ford on a road that left
the txurnpike 2 miles east of Ravens Eye and went on over into Nicholas Cc
Here he set up a new gristmill with an ingenious backwoods sawmill attache
by a shaft to the axle of the big waterwheel; at the far end of the long

shaft, a long saw was bolted to stand upright, then a scaffolding built tc

stand at the top of t he saw,
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It was a hdrd job dlgging a bear pit trap down among the roots and rocks
scmetinmes
and +hen after all that work the pits would/prove to be little good because
of poor dralnage; heavy rains would nearly fill them and the water would
stand there for ﬁonths,therefore I suspicion that only the slave owners
had uhem. Geo aldcrson probgbly had his second pit because his first one
-ﬂld not u_ain as it soou1d aluhouch I sun ose a slave could have bailed it
out in a half day. . ' |
Eack of ocust Lane there was a pit that must have been abandoned. at an
early date because it had fllled up with dead branches leaves and the dush
' of Lhe‘winds berore the bears got killed off.’ ®]lthough filled almost. to the
top it held enouvh water to make it a mudhole xh=rstn Which the bears then
-ﬁused for a Wallow .the evidence of this could be seen in the-surrounding
treea wnere the bark was all ulawed ust why they stood on their hind legs

ana claueﬂ at the trees after a mud bath I do not know, “but the shredded

qbark at & qr 6 feet auove ground was proof that they-did ‘claw’ the trees.



A log was placed on this scaffold on a truck with a heavy welght
hanging down from the end of the truck to kepp 1t pulled against the saw;
as the waterwheel turned ever so slowly that saw crept up, then bpack down
and by evening a board had been sawn from the log, then the log pushed over
another inch for another board to be sawn off by morning. It was mighty slo:
motion yet he cduld with little effort, produce enough lumber for a =maXix
house each year and get good utilizatlon of his waterhweel all year.

The patent calls of his Xeeneys Creek land being hopelessly wild, I made th
allday journey to see i1f he could help explain any of it and spent the nigh
with him and as aldways I spent the evenlng discussing trees and corners an
the nearest )
he sald he knew g corner of the Sewell it lands and kindly offered to show
to me next day. It was late fall when the creeks were low and on our way ba
we followed Laurel Creek and whenever we approached a pool where the light
such that we could see into it, we saw trout darting under rocks to hide;
whea he asked if I would like a mess of trout for supper I sald yes but had
no idea how he was golng to get them. We walked along until he found what t
wanted in a pool, a flat rock about 3 feet in diameter with its top at wate
leveél or a little above, resting on a couple of other rocks thereby provid!
a good trout hiding place underneath. Picking up a rock that weighed about
80 pounds he dropped it on the flat rock, then reached under to get three
trout which had been temporarily but completely stunned by the concussion.
There were times when I saw the remalns of a glass bottle or a jug in a po
which was another method of getting a good mess of trout; they would put 1
in a bottle, add water and cork it tightly after having tied a rock to 1t
hold it down. The gas generated by the water and lime would explode the
bottle or jug to stun all the trout in that poozl and kill some of them; w
they did thls instead of using hook and line I do not know excepting it wa

evident that it was a whole lot quicker and also saved a lot of walking.



Tobzcco being the money crop of Virginia, most/the north layette
settlers had high hopes of raising some tobacco to at least obtain the cash
for their tax bills and a few other necessities, and half of the old farms
had the remains of thelr old tobacco barns,or drying sheds, some still stan
ing some caved in some burned down leaving only the foundation rocks.
Richard Foulke with a rather high social and financial stading in Phila ha:
two sons who were just a little bit queer and of no benefit in Phila and it
is possible that they were the reason why he bought a number of Warder &
Parker patents between the Pike and Meadow River back of the Nuttall lease-
hold, for a total of 8000 acres. The two sons who were intelligent and only
had one screw loose came to Fayette to ralse tobacco and having plenty of
money they were able to hire local citizens to clear a large field, set out
the plants and attend to them. They made money the first year, soso next ye
and all was going well the third year until it became evident that a frost
was likely to hit too soon; they hired the citizens to gather wood 3nd brus
to stack it up in great piles all around the field with other pilesﬁgg-repl
nishment. One night at bedtime 1t appeared that a good frost was hitting an
the men were called to start the fires; this was the first time anybody in
Fayette had heard of such a t hing as smudging and they all believed it was
originated by the Foulkes and so far as I know mayve 1t was but I doubt it.
The fires did save the tobacco around the sides but the center was ruined
and the years effort ended in a loss; the Foulkes like almost all the other
had to glve up because it too often happened that frost hit before the
tobacco was ripe, and also it was not good tobacco land in the first place.
It is generally true that if nature has grass growing in an area then that
land is suited for raising grasses which include the gralns; if hemlocks
grow in a hollow and hickories grow along the top of the ridge, seeds carril
from one place to the other by winds or by creatures will not grow to matur

ity in that other location; land covered by trees is most suitable for tree



The older Foulke brother adopted rattlesnakes for his hobby; he would p°
one down with a good forked stick that he carried,pick them up by the back
of the neck to dusp them into a sack, he having had made for him some elbow
length gloves of heavy leather to protect him from the strike that the snake
could sometimes make when let go in the sack,

On his frequent visits to Pnila he would take a box of rattlers with him bt
nobody knew why; he might sell them to medicine wagons or to snake oil manu-
facturers, but Pennsylvania had plenty of bigger and better snakes of its o
It was told that on one visit, a mama rattlesnake gave birth to ten young
who escaped through the air holes in the box in the backyard, scatteriﬁg ind
neighbors yards and spreading consternation throughout that whole district.
It was Just one man who told me this about the older brother and I cannot
guarantee hs accuracy but I repeat it as a Ht of local Foulkelore.

The younger brother Wm had taken a woodworking course at the Drexel Institu:
where he had learned how to fashion a violin and he spent all his days in
makipg violins, each from a different wood,wild cherry,birch,black walnut,
apple; commercial violins are made from maple or pine.

William never went anywhere without his violin in its case, never mentionin;
violins but always noping somebody would ask to see his latest ereation, bu
nobody ever did ask because we all knew that the case also contained privat:
papers toothbrush and socks. You would think that after hls years of loving
work in making those violins he would learn to play one of them but he did
not play. When I went to see him about some common corner trees, I asked to
see his violins and the pride he took in each of them was pitiful because s
few people ever showed any interest or even asked to see one of thenm. ﬁe be
came good friends simply because I honestly said I thought they were beautl
and whenever we met thereafter I would ask to see the latest which he would
have in that case eveﬁ;gﬁé case did also serve as sultcase.

The Foulke brothers lived with CGus Bays whose farm was near the middle of

the Foulke lands, neither of them ever marrying.
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It wgs 1n the year of 1850 that some Virginian financiers took out
a charter for a railroad which they hoped to bpuild up the James River, over
the Allegheny, down New River and on to the Ohlo.
Jacob L.Blume was a farmer and saddler living near the turnpike ford across
reeneys Creek, hls brother Morgan having a store a mile west near the Alder-
son tavern; in 1852 when the proposed railroad had made a real start, these
two brothers using some good foresight, decided that 1t ought to be a good
investment to buy lands fronting New River along which the rallroad would
come.Year by year as they could spare the few dollars cash, they patented
all untaken lands from Keeneys Creek down to Fern Creek with Morgan golng o:
west downriver below Fern Creek; they also bought the patents already taken
out by others. The brothers after a long wailt sold their holdings to J.N.
but he wanted nothing west of Fern Creek, leaving Morgan stuck with ssveral
hundred acres; these patents that Morgan owned zggjghat J.N. bought inter-
locked along Fern Creek.
As soon as Morgan learned of the big profits in coal mining he naturally ha
a desire to mine his land but knew nothing at all about how to proceed.
When J.N. married Jake's daughter about 1877, he took his wife's uncle Morg
under his wing so to speak and agreed to tell him how to proceed to open a
mine, then went down to Fayette Station almost daily at first to supervise
the work and I guess you could say that he really opened that mine.
wm Masters an inte¥ligent citizen born and raised at the head of Brackens
Creek had started to work for J.N. at the beginning in 1870 and in a few
years learned all the particulars of how to mine coal; J.N. let Morgan have
Wm Hasters to be hls bankboss for the new mine named Fzyette.
In 1884 J.N. and Morgan executed a deed wnereby each granted to the other
whatever lands they owned on the other side of Fefn Creek making the creek

their boundary line,blth Morgan getting the best of that swap.
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Morgan had a surveyor survey and triangulate the acreage in what was trans
ferred to J.N. and ordéred the assessor to reduce his mcreage by that much,
but J.N. took no action to have those acres charged to him nor did he have
any survey to determine what should be transferred from him to Blume.Thirty
years later when I got around to that problem I surveyed and estimated the
acreage that J.N, had deeded, looked up the valuation =nd tax rate for each
of the 30 years and found that J.N. had paid $1200 intaxes on that Blume lar
and T am glad to say that liorgans son Ed refunded it without dispute.

In 1892 J.N. deeded to thé Longdale Iron Co of Clifftop all surface land
that he owned on their south side ofmiﬁzscreek‘but being averse to any sur-
veying he did not estimate the acreage and he had no transfer made on the ts
books. When I worked on that I figured that the estate had paild over $3000.C
in taxes for the benefit of tThe Longdale owners, who were by that time the
Babcock brothers of Pilttsburg and they too refunded that sum without questic
If A pays the taxes on the land of B, the title of B is kept perfectly good
and since B did not ask anybody else to pay his taxes for him, anybody else
who does erroneously pay those taxes can file no claim against B, which is
to say that the Estate could do nothing at all if Blume or Babgcock had saic
it was the estate's own fault and they would not make any refund.

Morgan only made his living from his mine because he had not enough money t«
pay the dead expense of driving entrles with thelr ailrcourses, buying steel
rails, mules, mine cars, b'ilding hcuses; when times were good he could not
produce enough coal to pile up reserve cash to tide him through poor years,
and too,his coal was 2 inches thinner than elsewhere and that reduced his
profits even in good years. iihen he heard of the vroposed XKeeneys Creek
branch he asked J.N. to give him a lease for a new start in the supposedly
thicker coal, his plan beilng for WM Masters to go up there to open and run
that new mine for him, as a minority investor in it.

and
J.N. promised him the first lease on the left, but when Morgan zz4Z Hasters

discussed
ZZZ the plan, Masters sald he himself wanted to be coowner and they fell out

theh Morgan had to hunt for somebody else to join in with him.
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A man named Boone had a farm mldway beftween the turnpike and the village
of Sewell and had slx sons, Robt,John,Francis,Jim,lavid and Dan; Robert wen*
elsevwhere or dled and I never heard anything about him.
By 1892 John, Francis and Jim had each in some way acquired a few hundred
dollars and when they heard of the generous simplicity of the proposed new
Keeneys Creek leases they had a hope that maybe they could get in on one of
them somehow. By simplicity I mean that J.N. set no minimum royalty,allowin
the lessee to merely do what he could in the way of production; if the
lessee had little money,that would not matter, because he could proceed as
slowly as he wished. The only restrictive clause was that $1500.00 would
have to be pald by the lessee if he did nothing at all for a whole year.
When the three Boones heard of the Morgan Blume and Masters falling out,the
went to see Morgan and he took them in as equal partners, with the Boones t
do the viork of opening the mine and Jim later became the manager,
J.N. gaze every lessee invaluable advice and asslstance in getting their
mines opened and with this particular mine Morgan Blume who now knew dqulte
a lot spent much of his time up there helping the Boones to get started anc
teaching them what he knew.
When it came time to select a name for treir new mine, Morgan was outvoted
3 to 1 and the name chosen was Boone.
This Boone mine was the only one on the creek that met ro rock fault nor a:
other trouble and 1t was the only one that conslistently made profits.
Prancis used his share of the profits to buy a farm outside of Lewisburg a
remained there but invuested in the other later Boone mining ventures;John
used his early profits to jJoin in on and become manager of the Brown mine
across the river from Nuttall.
About 1898 the owners of the Boone mine had enough pashk undistributed cash
to buy the lease at the northwest end of the branch, which had been given
a local storekeeper who had made little progress and in choosing a name fc

1t the Boones yielded to llorgan and named it Blume,



Morgan Blume died before the papers were all executed and the Boones the
took in thelr brother David, made him manager and advised him how to proces
Jim was now uwanager of the Boone mine, John at the Brown mine, Davey at the
Blume mine and the youngest brother Dan cume to work at Blume as a miner.
J.N. gave his old friend Wm Masters the second lease on the right which was
named Masters; and Musters took his son A.C. in with him as part owner.
Being deadset against any surveying, J.N. affixed the boundary lines of the
soone lease to start at the mouth of Contrary Creek follow it up to the
Chestnutburg road, follow the road down to the Keeneys Creek ford, then dow
the creek to the mouth of Contrary. There could be no dispute about those
boundary lines or fallen corner trees; nobody had any idea how many acres
might be in that boundary but that did not matter very nmuch.

The other XEx® leases had no such convenient streams or roads to use and

J.N. had'to give in to their plea that the other leases be syrveyed.

Jacob L.Blume had been very helpful to J.N. 1n knowing the corne:
and owners of all of the local patents and telling him whom to see to byy ¢
solid boundary of 800 acres for his original @ld Xeeney uine, then another
1600 acres for his Nuttall mine. Mr Blume having an attractive daughter as
viell as a knowledge of the lands, J.N. verbally appointed Jake Blume to be
his land agent with whom he would often have to confer, but it turned out
that Mr Blume utterly failed to do the duties of an agent.

responding to the requests
Blume was too busy axsy2xingxiiexxatis of other neighbors to glve any atte
tion to the lands of J.N. other than to copy the calls of a bought patent -
to a blank deed form and acknowledge the signatures of whomever appeared.
Mr Blume bought the Locust Lane tavern in 1873 and was thereafter a tavern

keeper, a farmer, a conveyancer of deeds, a Justice of the Peace, a saddle

a Notary Public and a surveyor.



'pon the death of Jake Blume, Geo Cavendish whose farm was on the
cliffs on the east slde of the Short Creek falls, was given an annual stipern
to help look after the lands insofar as he could; apparently he took this
appointment too seriously and overestimated his authority.

Over near Clifftop J.N. had bought the 600 acre Piercy tract in fee and T ha

1

seen the remains of the old house that had burned down by the plke; In sur-
veying the tract I discovered a smaller newer house farther south on the
Clifftop road, and knocked at the door to enquire what right it had to be
there. W.H.Osborne showed me a written permit sZgmeg signed by Geo Cavendish
authorizing Osborne to bulld a house on that tract upon péyment of 810 a yea
rental; no payments had ever been made and I stopped in each year to collect
something so as to keep the estate title good. No vayment has been made sinc
I left Fayette'%S years ago and Osborne's heilrs have by now probably acduire
quite a lot of that surface by squatters rights and by that written contract
When surveying the widow Amick patent over by the Meadow River cliffs I fow
a family living in the o0ld house and upon enquiry they too showed me a Geo
avendish contract renting the whole place to them at $1l0 a year but nothin
had ever been paid. This man Jonathan Eddy was rather poverty stricken with
a wife and three little children and the lands worn out, therefore I never
demanded the full 310 a year and accepted only what he said he had which wa
two or three dollars, enough to be a payment and keep the estate title good
I liked Jonathan and was sorry for him; he did not acquilre any squatter.
rights after I left because he got killled and his widow had to move out.

In 1916 Jonathan Eddy was at Winona and got into an argument with young Bot
Holiday the dispute finally reaching such heat that Jonathan called Bob ana
sob whereupon Bob shot and killed him. So far as my experience ﬁent, we all
considered that epithet something we must avenge by a fight to the finish;

Bob was the aggressor in the dispute but Jonathan should never have used ti

curse therefore my sympathies were not entirely all for Jonathan.



In the trial Bob could have got off easy but his convictions and emotior
were too great for nim to control and near the end of the trial some questic
hit him in a vulnerable spot and he loudly announced to the whole court that
he shot Jenathan on purpose and &ould again kill anybody who called him
that nane and xeRMx who would not take it back or apologise for it.

Tnis outpburst gave the prosecuting attorney a perfect opvening for saying tha
Bob was a dangerous man To be loose and then the jury found him gullty for =z
long term in the pen.
The motto of W.Va happens to be "Mountaineers always Free" and this fit in
with the ralising and feelings of Bob who wfote to me ZERE8Z8 later telling me
that the confinement was kllling him and begging me to please get him parol-
ed. T could have done it, but I thought of Jonathén‘s widow and little chil-
dren and postponed taking any actlon until I could weigh the question more;
before I made any move Bob died simply from the confinement and that has
always hurt me.
The trial of Bob Holiday was normal but half of the Fayette criminal trials
were a travesty on Jjustice.
A misdemeanor 1s an offense punishable by a fine or a more or less brief im-
prisonment and a felony is punishable anywhere up to the penitentiary or to
death; the law specified that jurors on a felony trial must not be allowed t
converse or to read anything that might happen to influence their decision.
In Fayette it became the custom to enforce the seclusion of felony jurors tc¢
a rabid and riddéculous extent; we were wmarched to the boarding house like a
chain gang for our meals and 1f we passed a friend on the street we must loc
the other way and could not speak smile or wave to anybody. At meals we must
not say a word but point to the bread if we wanted another sllice; after
courthouse
supper we were ta.en up to the/attic hot in summer cold in winter,where we
could do nothing but sit on our cot until ready to get into it; we could rez
nothing, could not talk to each other,could not télephone home; if one man

needed go to the basement during t e - we were all awakened to go alo

as we must never be separated.



In the morning we all washed our race in thie sane tin pasin that
been in use for years; 1f at 4.30 P.M. one of us wished to repair to the
basement we had to stand up before the whole court to announce our desires,
have court recessed and take the other eleven and the deputy sheriff alongz.
While we were belrg marched around with dowacast eyes like criulnals, the
~eal culprit, out on bond stood on the street covner free to go where he
vleased and to talk to everybody.

The pay being only enough to meet our boardblll, everybody became 11l or
found some peason why he could not serve, all but tha farmers living in the
remote places who enjoyed hearing the trials and enjoyed the vacatlion with
good legal excuse for shifting the farm chores on to the wife and children
for a fine six weeks vacation. These men had good intentlons but were too
easily swayed by the loud oratory of ghe attorney for the defendent and the:
was one unscrupulous lawyer who never lost a case no matter how coldblooded
the murder or assault had been. All he had to do was to have the defendent
swear that the victim had reached for his hip pocket as though to draw a
vistol and that the defendent had believed his 1life was in danger. With thi
testimony in the court stenographers notes, the judge was compelled to gran
the lawyers demand that one of the instructions to the jury be that if the
defendent belzeved his 1life to be in danger then he had a right to kill in
self defense, and the Jjuries would always swallow that instruction hook 1lin
and sinker. A lawyer wlith a consclence could not advise Hhis client to swear
to alle, could not be a party to deliberate perjury and could not make a
redhot forceful plea to the jury declaring that his client was lnnocent whe
he kmew that his client was guilty. It was?tragedy that those defendents wh
retained an honest lawyer got sent to the pen, whlke those who retained the
dishonest lawyer went free and the unscrupulous lawyer made all the big mon
Another of the bad features of the triminal trials was the fact that the
dishonest lawyer was a power in politics and he could either make or break
the future political asplrations of the prosecuting attorney,therefore some

not all,of the prosecuting attorneys played into his hands to gain his favc



| One sheriff contracted with a Fayetteville coiored man to fesd the
prisoners for .35¢ a day and then pocketed the remainirg .15¢ which gave a
nice side income of 212 a day, then later the contract was made at a price
of .25¢ a day for the feeding of each prisoner. If a prisoner ccmplained to
any official or to almost any citizen he would be told that if he preferred
his home cooking he could get 1t by committing no crime.

Than the next sheriff took one more little step alorg this fruitful path by
offering a cash reward to the Justice of the Peace who sent up the most pris
oners each month; this quickly increased the jail population to 120 and they
had to sleep on cots in the corridors, but those extra 40 inmates gave the
sheriff an additional income of £300 a month.

This bonus system soon had to be called off, not because of the objections c
any citizens but because the Justices dild the complaining; the through frei:
trains stopped at Thurmond where that Justice could raid the freights for
hoboes and send them up for 30 days after finding them gullty of vagrancy.
The other Justices complained of the unfairness of the bonus system since tr
Thurmond Justice always won the cash prize money giving the others no chance
GGoing back to the trickery of the P.A. there were certzin indictments hingec
upon the fact that the gullty man had committed his offense deliberately or
maliciously or illegally. “hen the grand jury found a man gullty and orderec
an indictment the P.A. would write up the indlctments and hand the bunch to
the foreman to hurriedly sign each one before he could go home. If either
the P.A. himself or the dishonest lawyer had special desire to get rid of
that indictment with no trial, the P.A. would leave out that vital word of
"maliciously" or"wilfully" in writing up the indictment. On the day of the
trial the defense lawyer would show the indictment to the judge and claim it
was no good and the JudBe would have to agree that 1t was vold; the P.A. wol
Jump up In a fury and ask to see that indictment,gnash his teeth at the ove:
sight, blame it on his stenographer and appear very angry. The lndictment

would then be quashed and the prisoneﬁfreed.
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that lawyer asked the P.i. to dismiss the indictment against Joh:
Jones, the P.A., would postppne putting that case on the trial docket,tellin:
the aggrived partles that there were other older cases having precedence.
Two years later the P.A. would appear before the judge some day to state th:
thers were a half dozen cases on the docket that he wished to dismiss becau:
they had become too old and the witnesses dead or moved away or the facts n¢
forgotten and could no longer be rellied upon.

In otner cases the P.A. would wave his arms and shout loudly enough to sati:
fy the aggrieved parties, about some insignificant item of the defense test:
nony and say no word about the vital weak link in it which the defense lawy:
was going to use to get a verdict of not guilty.

I am glad to be able to state that during my term as Clerk, the connivances
between the dishonest lawyer and the F.A. were the only corruptions that I
personally wihhessed. The sheriff was something apart, built up entirely bm
long compounded custom and not to be classed as any corruption; the sheriff
were perfectly good men each one doing no more than to take just one little
step farther iham along the same path followed by his predercessor.

Each sheriff asked for another deputy untll there was not a t hing left for
the sheriff himself to do and the county became conditioned to it to such
extent that I myself would have been shocked if a sheriff had stooped so lo
as to make an arrest, handle any prisoner or serve any paper.

Two years hefore my term as Clerk expired a man living on the edge of the
county got elected sheriff and he continued to live and conduct his persona
business in his home town exactly as before; during the next two years I wa
in his office dalily and never saw him hn his office in the courtroom nor in
town but once, yet nobody complained of his total absence from any duty.
The State gave the sheriff .50¢ a day for the feeding of each prisoner in
the jail with the average number being about 80, but the law did not say th

the entire .50¢ must be spent on food for prisoners.
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If T polint my firger at the sheriffs for following a bad established cus-
tom they should be allowed to point their finger at the coal opemmtors for

o

Tollowing onq:thelr old bpad customs about the hiring‘of the company doctors.
For f1f%y years it was thé custom throughout the cozi?éﬁgustry to dock each
narried employee §$1 a month with .50¢ a month from the single men to pay th:
doctor, but the operator did the hiring and firing.

The inevitable resukt of thls rule was that the operator got the most and t!
‘best pills and got them free, since he had no pay envelope to dip into, and
if he offered the doctor a dollar the doctor would have to say 1t was a plec
sure to serve him free. Under this system the doctor received a far greater
salary than anybody else, often more than the operators annual net profit a:
to offset this, the doctor was required to furnish all medicines and medica’
accoutrements without charge to any patient. With bread being so much cheap:
then bismuth, this was a very bad rule.

Our doctor with very little education medical or otherwise was supposed to
serve as physician, surgeon, veterinarian and exodontist, but lucklly every-
body was living such a healthy 1life and eating simple food with little of
todays truck, that nature neeeded scarcely any assistance in its wonderful
curative powers. Everything worked out in favor of the doctor to give him a
good reputation; each time that nature cured a sick person, the doctor got
credit for the cure and every time a person died it was Cods will and nobod
not even the best doctor in the world cduld do anything to change Gods will
After 15 or 20 gearx years of experimenting on his patients our doctor did
become fairly proficlient even though hls knowledge was by then EBO years
penind the times. In his office he had a large boxful of teeth as proof of
his vast experience in that line and his evident success in pulling them; h
only anesthetic was chloroform and having lost a patient by using it he the
after rarely tried it again. Having a tooth pulled was agony; you sat on tn
campstool watching the doctor kick the box of teeth over beside the chalr
handy to receive the next addition, reached up on the shelf for the forceps

ard told you to open your mouth; he could not comfort you by saying it woul
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In the corner he had a skeleton vartially hidden by a tni:

strip of old curtain and if there was any breeze it would blow the curtain
aside to show you what you might look like a month or two hence if this
operation were not successful. The flow into the box got slowed down in 12C<
by the anrual apoearances of Dr Beall a dentist with his footpumping drill
wheel; his equipment was crude but he did careful conscientious work. He
pounded gold into three of my lower front teeth in 1903 and I still have ths
they had to be refilled every 20 years but they are still serving their ful’
purpose and should see me on through to the end.

Dr Beall married Dorothy Holland who had been raised as Eliza Hlland.

It was about 1898 that Ernest Taylor brought back word from Swarthmore that
e ' erybody had a right to determine and to notify their acquaintances what
variation of theilr given names they wished to be used and that he wished to
no longer be called Ernest but to call him Jackson or prefreably Jerry.

4 fter sleeving over this information my mother and ﬁy aunt sgg: thelr chancse
to dispose of their names which they did not like and we children were in-
structed to never again use Kate and Mertie and that my mother would there-
after be Katherine and Mertie would be Martha.

When Eliza Holland heard about this she joined 1n'by changing her name
entirely from Eliza to Dorothy; we children observed the instructions but
the old folks found it impossible to use any other names but the ones they
had been raised to use and had always known. In the parental circle mi
mother remalned Kate, aunt Martha was iMeept to father and lertie to mother

and father was Will to the family but Laurlie to mother; to the oldtimers

back on the turnpike my father was Billy.

who
The other Holland girl Violet married Mr Hutcheson/was our C&0 station agen

unzg%hlgoo when his senlority gave him a promotion to Huntington, then we g
i}-u—?/__.
Joe-Bass so 111 of ambition that his little statlon office was the busiest
of near equal size

beehive/on the whole C&0 or perhaps in the whole state. Making another doll

b
ecame such an obsession with him that he grabbed at every penny straw.



It was ne wno telepnonzd to siores Uy tihe heensyis Ureek noiiow aud
‘elsewhere to get orders whenever he heard that a melon car was coming with
the local freight that day; he made a profit of .04¢ on every uatexmelon he
could sell. kverypody at Nuttall hazd baked their bread until 36% ordered a
basket which he sold SlOle for a proiit of maybe .75¢ a week; he then took
out a laundry agency and made perhaps $1.25'a ﬁeek en that. He bought buttex
ezgs chickens chestnuts and hides from the back country staeked them up in
the station overnight and shipped them somewhere at some profit.

When the C&0 pald its sectiongang viorkers direct from the monthly paycar,all
those workers were allowed to quit working long enough beforehand to walk tc
their nearest station to then loaf until the usually late paycar arrived,the
walk back to work. To eliminate all this loss of working hours by a t musanc
section workers, the C&0 ordered the sectionbosses to giveé thelr station
agents a statement of the names of the workers in thelr gang and the amount
due them each month; then the pvaycar zimxiyx put those sums in envelopes fo:
the vorkers to pick up after thelr days work. This was too much for Jee;ev
chasz of the dollar and he added and collected pay for a fictitious worker

and after nearly a year of success ne got a tlp that the C&0 had heard aboui

v-*\....

it, so next day Joe stepped on the early wmorning local train and left.

Several years later a trainman riding on the Norfolk & Western on his vaca-
L
tion trip spiled Jee as statlon agent at a little town on that line but the

C&0 was too kindly to go after him. i ande
Two months after I opened the Bank of wuinwood, I ﬁge greacly surprised wne.

/
Joe walked into my bank for/visit bringing some resents of a tucket of
/

honey and some fin?;ripe Milam apples. He said He was bookkeepep for the
Bank of Lewisburgf%nd hastened over to see me/és soon as he heérd I was the
His vislt and Uresents were notice to me to tell nothing and/I dldnt; at
first I Ielt i% my duty to inform the ?ank of Lewisburg but!after sleeping
it I deciaed Joe had had his lesson andfprobably was esfer than a man who

p / /
had never suffered the pangs of remorse and regret. Joe/was a likeable man
£ "‘_' ’;
always smiling and he gave the bank'goed service with ﬁe defaulting; it 1is

my uninformed guess that he worked in that Bhnk 20 yeérs until he died.



Jce probably ended up as a real good cltizen bearing a good name when he
died in Lewisburg and I do not want to injure his mémory; and T should not
have said anything about him. Since I have said 1t I will allow you to read
it but after that I wish you would scratch it clear out before ¥here could
be any danger of its being preserved as 1t is or by chance shovn to anybody

from Lewisburge.



JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO WAY
SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA March 4th 1959

My Dear Martha;
You are s 'rprised at my memory ard I am equally surprised

that you care to listen to them, but since you evidently do enjoy 1it, I wil
give you a few more as you requested.
In my book I told only facts and in the case of hearsay I quoted only those
hearsays that I believed to be true; when writing the pages recently sent t
you I considered it as only a parlor conversation anl when it came to my mi
about Herberts story of John sending 3 pickled pigs feet, I wrote it in the
same vein as though we were just talking to each other.
Since you say you intend to have those pages copled to be permanent I would
like to omit that anecdote because I do not believe it redly true;I suspici
that Herbert concocted that. Whenever a man in a small community made a lot
of money and continued to wear working clothes, somebody would dig out the
old joke about a drummer asking him to carry his bags to the principal plac
of business, tip a dime then ask for the big man; this was of course told ¢
grandfather and I heard it about other men elsewhere, and I fear that the
pigs feet story is in that same categor?}ggfhough I never heard it elsewhe:
In the recent pages I also became tooflippant in a couple of places and
would 1like to change that; therefore I wish you would return those pages f«
me to retouch them as well as to add several more things before you copy i°
As to your father holding the evening services, I do certainly remember
him laying the novel on the tabie, picking up the Biblé then offering the
prayer; on its face that might indicate that he was the customary leader bu
it could Just as easily mean that the regular leader had a bad cold or sor
throat and that John took over for only a few days, and that the reason I

well remember it was because it was something out of the ordinary.At any r

that 1s all in the private preserves of Grace,to say who was regular leade
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JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO WAY
SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA

Your father was always ready to help out on anything and he took charge of
the Nuttallburg church and Sunday school whenever my father was away or
wnenever requested; I remember having often seen him on the leaders platforr
It would seem surorising that 1 remember Fred's room so clearly, but it di
not result from one look at 1t; I visited him regularly and =z=lept there man]
nights. A new sdddle or a new bridle was a source of considerable pride to
anybody in 1893 and since Fred had both, that made an impression on me; the
game animal skins also made a deep impression because I expect that was the
first time I had seen any or had touched any such fur.
when I was 5 my father started to work on the flora of W.Va, published a
'pamphlet in 1893 and the book/in 1896, a tremendous job listing and describ:
1 mg 2584 flora and it all had to be done in every spare hour he could get.
During those nearly six years he had no time for me at all and Fred stepped
in to supply that missing link in my young life; Fred took me to Charleston
with him whenever he went on business or to attend Masonic meetings, leavin,
me at the Ruffner while he attended to his affairs. I would sit on the fron
porch railing or on the riverbank watc Mng the teams getting on or off the
ferryboat and their straining to pull the loaded wagons up the bank in fron
of the Ruffner. Although I was only 5 I have very clear recollections of th
ferryboat and its wharves; the pilot must have been a fellow Shriner, as we
often rode in the pilothouse and one time Fred left me with the plilot for a
few hours of royal entertainment while Fred was attending to business in to
Inasuauch as the coal mines of the Kanawha already had pler facilitles and
boats were cheaper than the raillroad, those mines continued shipping coal
out to and up and down the Ohio by steamboats and barges long after the
completion of the C&0. Consequently the river had the additional interest o
those steamboats with thelr tows; they got their bridge to put an end to th

ferryboat when I was six, but the steamboats lasted.until maybe 1900,
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JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO WAY
SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA

Since the railroad did not go near the river, there was a dally steamboat
service between Charleston and the mouth of the Kanawha to serve those who
lived near the river; the valley was flat below Charleston, therefore nobod)
could live close to the river because of the scring high waters and the ban!
were llke a Jungle thickly grown with bushes trees and vines.

When coming from law school to Nuttall for vacation I once took the train tc
Pittsburg, a steamboat down the Ohlo then transferred to the Charleston boa:
which had no schedule except the hour of departure from each end of its run.
That boat was the home, the business and the vacation of its owner, who did
as he pleased en route stopping at will to replenish his larder with game o1
fish or to talk with a friend on the bank. When the pilot saw some ducks
ahead, he pulled the cord and I heard the bell clang in the enginercom orde;
ing the engine stopped; the captain owner who was stretched out on a chair
on deck got his s itgun while the boat slipped along nolselessly on its
momentum until 1t got within range then the captain shot maybe four of the
ducks before they could get into real flight, and the skiff lowered to re-
trieve them. Shortly after that, ghe bell rang again for no apparent reason
and the pilot headed the boat towards the shore and by the time it had lost
1ts momentum 1t was abreast of a small opening in the bushes where sat ten
Jugs with tags attached consigning them to a Charleston store or dealer and
no person in sight. There was considerable jug trade which had every appear
ance of moonshine liquor in those lonesome places but it was not moonshine;
the Jug trade was honey, molasses,cider hard soft or vinegar, maple syrup
or apple butter. Around the next bend the boat drifted sloreward ag@in and
the captain left by the gangplank with his wife carrying a large basket and
the crew fished while the captain went to a nearby farm to buy vegetables f

his own use. It waswleisurely homey unique Journey up the xanawha.
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JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO WAY
SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA

vwhatever ‘ossessed my mother to risk and endure the hardships I cannot guess
but when I was maybe 8 or 9 we three went to Sutton by train, hired a boat
with an oarsman for ourselves and another for the baggage and equipment,then
floated or rowed the 130 twisting river miles down the Elk river to Charlest
and that was a wonderful Jjourney for a small boy. Ye caught a lot of fish
and surprised a lot of small game as we floated along or rounded a bend.

To go back to Fred,- before he got Ms house built he rode up to his mine
every other day and usually took me along, sometimes behind him, more often
I rode my pony; I took personal interest in watching the progress of his owr
new house and 1ts firnishings; we talked about it and about getting that
bulldog and I felt as though it was all as much my onn affair as if it had
been the daings of my own father. When it came time for me to learn the
multiplication table my mother speeded the job by offering .02¢ for learning
the 2 table and so on up and instead of buying her a present I bought a pips
for Fred with the final payment for learning the whole table. Therefore I
had an interest in his pipes and tobaccos and remember them; he bought 6 or
paf% of different pigeons, one palr being the rare fantalls, and he took
pride in his bank mules requiring the stableboss to keep them well curried
and well fed, so that they were sleek, plump and sassy. Every man including
myself knew the name, disposition and capability of each mule. If several o
us were sitting resting on a suunmer evening in sight of the barnyard, one
man would call attention to Bess biting Maud on the neck then running away;
another man would remark that she better not try that on Charley or he woul
whirl around and kick the stuffing out of her flanks before she could get o
of range.All the mules were tired except Bess and the driver explained that
they had been laying new track on her entyy and he had helped with it so th
Bess had stood idle four hours.Those mules were an integral part of the vil

age life, socially as well as economically; they lived in the center of the
village where we saw them, spoe to them and talked about them almost daily
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JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO WAY
SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA

I have forgotten what I said to you about Palm Springs and will have to re-
peat it to make it all clear. The owners and guests of the Court where we
stay thojght it remarkabdle that a man of 73 could climb to the top of the
mountain without a stop and get back in less than three hours; one of tlem
called the editor of the paper, while I was up there, and told him about it
and he too thought it newsworthy and said he would like to take my picture
and interview me.When I stand on top of a baulder on the skyline they cannof
see me because of the dispance, so I have to take a half of an old sheet an
wave it to prove that I am there, and it looks like a handkerchief.

We were over again last Thursday and they told the editor that I was there
so he took my plcture, but I did not know there was to be an interview and
wnen he told me to sit down and took out hls notebook I became tongue-tied
and could not think of a single thing of intere§£ to tell him.

Did I see any wildlife up there? no; did I meet up with rattlers? no, I saw
only two in all of my trips; did I ever have a close call at becoming stran
for the night way up there by spraining an ankle or falling? no; did I ever
meet up with anybody else? no;did I have any statement to make? no.

With me being unable to hold up my end and being such a complete flop, the
write-up had to be drawn from his own imagination, therefore please do not
attribute any of the statements to me. He asked me what used to be my prin-
cipal business or occupation and I said coal mining and the result of that
simple statement, he had to use his imagination and he says I am still spry
because of long years of working in the mines; I said no such thing.

£s soon as we can find two free days, we will go over again and get the ext
coples and send jou one; they sent me only one copy,holding 6 more for me.
Qur love to you all, g

el =

—lT

L

The Palm Springs affair is an awful flzzle but I suppose you will want to

see 1t how; PEBYPRPBEBRANTLEEZ R IXAT TR RATIZAR IR S2ANT T LI FB DL RIAADL
':""%%M;bagl To‘:urn‘l‘ﬂﬂ want +n cee it. 1f 1t wére about you.



JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO WAY
SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA

In the preface of my book I asked all readers to please remember thatII was
ta:king only to my descendents in privacy, but I knew that nobody would or
could do that, therefore I asked Grace to not pass it around. You and Grace
were sincere in telling me that you enjoyed it and I weakened to the pleas
of CGrace to pass it around but that was my error and I should have known
better. When my sgory was put in print and handed to anybody they found it
impossible to consider it as anything but a full public broadcast and my
details of what I myself did could be seen as nothing but public boasting.
You and Grace genulnely enjoyed reading it because it tied in with your
mental pictures; the other four women who read it were polite about it, but
no one of the six men or more, who read it have sald a word and I can see
very clearly why it was best to keep qulet and not express thelgﬁgginion.
What I wrote is quite proper for my immediate famlly but no further than
that and I am going to confine it to that, and later recall the three copies
now outstanding. Within a week I will continue the start already made, to
delete e verything about myself and leave nothing in it that anybody can
sneer at; of course there will still be a flumber of things about myself but
none that other people will classlfy as boastfulness; I will omit some thin:
and atribute some to other people.

Then I will not be ashamed to give a free copy to wfnmever?gsclaim or tile
that entitles them to a copy if they want it. What I am saying is not a show
of false modesty; I know the book has a whole lot of interesting facts in it
biit I have enough common sense to see the point of_view of everybody else
excepting we three; the book is spoiled for them by so much talk of myself.

Therefore I ask everybody else to please stand by until I can get my reforn:

completely which will likely take until near the end of the years.



JOHN NUTTALL
4314 ALTAMIRANO WAY
SAN DIEGD 3, CALIFORNIA

My days all well filled with various chores and duties so that I can give
sometimes only two or three hours a week to this new job, on such weeks as
when we go over to Palm Springs for two days and one night, especially.

Last week when over there they were wanting to take my picture for their
paper because 1 appeared to be the only man of my age who could climb to the
top of the mountain without stopping and get back down in three hours; I
prove mg arrival on the skyline by taking along a fourth of an old sheet and
display it on top of a boulder,but we did not want to lay over for another
day to do this again for the photographer.

There is another man of 73 who goes up but he takes nine hours, resting ever
ten minutes and he takes along a lunch, fruit and coffee to sustain him.
Linnie has two free days in succession this week and we want to go over agai
but at last we are getting the first bad(good to us) weather of this whole
winter seasam and it might prove t® be too chilly or windy 2fﬁaybe rainye.
With lots @f love from both of us to you zall,

) o M T —

>
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el
-

"I have made a carbon copy which I will send to @race- of this letter.



Youvr izst letter mas a »Nleszure and irnterestipy ag gluays anc
we enjoyed hearing abous your Texas trin,also v ricus obher remarks; I was
plezsed to hear that Lirby and Gloriz had sald thay liked oy book,-she wrote
us a real nice lebter but 8o wordzd that I was not surs bhox the book went
over. (lorias lebter made it clear that they still were our good friends bui
left it hazy as Tec whether 1t iias 1n spilte of the book or if the book helpsec
I have stewed over the lmpsrfections flaws and srrors of that bock until 1
ond everyncdy else is plenty tired of hearing about it and gverybody includ:
ayself igs ready to csll it quits and 1 have no neart left for aolng the who!
thins over apain., I am going to make a nunber of explanatory msrgiral notes
vilth a pen, scratch out a few scnbtences which do not sound ripght because of
the fact that the printer s.ipped and missed the provious sencence and rewr
the four worst »zzes. This reritiag is slow because to rewurite one page T

leaf
hsve 50 also reurite ths page tiat 1s on the other side of that varinbted max

4 -9

and I axw heving trouble in getbing ay rewrite to come out even wltn the two

s
printcd pages of the lezf,. However I should get this done in ten days, then
I supwose it will e a month Defore the vrintesrx runs off the repl:zcements;

ne four offeniing laaves frowm The took and naste the renrites ©
those stups; nothing of ary 2oment will be omlitted,simply clarified with th
errors corrected, or the missing sentences put back in,

T wisn you would nobt show the book to anybody else untll I can get this jot
done; they wlll gain sorethins snd lose nothing by waiting six weeks until
211 in the tarese bookz that are ont 2nd =aake the barrections, then I will

cue
zive the Uimez Ffour conies, jiartha four and one o Hary and/tc Bessies

Mince T wish to zddress zeverz] renarks to Tartha 8 well as to you I anm

making a carbon copy of this letter to send to her wi